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2 p.m.
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Court Strikes

By Caryn Rousséau
Associated Press Writer
LITTLE ROCK (AP) —A state
law barring sexual relations be—
tween people of the same sex is an
unconstitutional invasion ofpri—
vacy, the Arkansas Supreme Court

has ruled.
The July 8 decision upheld a rul—
ing. by Pulaski County Circuit
Judge David Bogard that struck
down the 1977 law,. which had
never been enforced He had ruled
Legislature violated thestates con—
— stitution when it barred consensual,
noncommercial sex acts involving
people of the same sex. The state
appealed Bogard‘s decision to the
Supreme Court.
‘"We agree that the police power
may not be used to enforce a ma—
jority morality on persons whose
conduct does not harm others," the
court said in the ruling written by
Associate Justice Annabelle
Clinton Imber. "The Arkansas
Equal Rights Amendment serves to
protect minorities at the hands of
majorities."
The plaintiffs include seven Ar—
kansans who say they are homo—
sexual. Among them is Randy
McCain of Sherwood, who called
the ruling a victory.
"It is satisfying that we are no
longer considered criminals,"
McCain said. "I‘m sure all of us
would rather have not brought a
part ofour intimate lives to the pub—
lic, but we felt we had to because of
fear ofthis law being enforced."
The ruling went on to say that,
"Arkansas has a rich and compel—
ling tradition of protecting indi—
vidual privacy and that a
fundamental right to privacy is im—
plicit in the Arkansas constitution."
In oral arguments before the
high court, a lawyer with the state
attorney general‘ s office contended
that the Legislature should be al—
lowed to consider moral judgments
when creating laws such as the anti—
sodomy law.
Justice Robert L. Brown wrote

MGLCC Board Removes V.P.,

Down

Arkansas Anti—sodomy
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a concurring opinion, in which Jus—
tice Jim Hannah joined, agreeing
that the sodomy statute should be
struck down as it applies to non—
commercial sexual conduct. But
the dissent said public sexual con—
duct was another matter.
"The General Assembly has a
legitimate interest in criminalizing
public acts of sexual indecency,"
Brown wrote in the concurring
opinion.
"The bedroom for these adults
is one area where people need a

Files $700,000 Defamation Lawsuit
By Allen Cook and Bob Dumais
In what ultimately became a war
of words, the Memphis Gay and
Lesbian Community Center re—
moved Darren Burns as its vice
president June 20. The board has
since filed a $700,000 slander and
defamation suit against him and
Family and Friends magazine for
a July article about his removal.
Burns says that his removal was
illegal according to the center‘s by—
laws and is partof a cover-up” of

investigation into the truthfulness
of the allegations." The lawsuit was
filed on July 24 by MGLCC attor—
ney Susan Mackenzie.
Based on the advice of their at—
torney Joseph S. Ozment, Moyt and
Pair said they would "make no
comments at this time."
Burns did not attend the special
meeting called by the board to deal
with his removal. He says he did
not attend because his written no—
tice of the meeting was incomplete
in that It did not list the place
of

board will likely lead to an IRS
audit and possible criminal inves—
tigation of "numerous board mem—
bers."
"I‘ve talked to a lawyer and
some of those activities are indict—
able," Burns said.
TJN learned of Burns‘ charges
against the board just prior to the
publication of the July issue. At
that time, the MGLCC board was.
unwilling to comment on the
charges by Burns because Robert‘s
Rules of Order dictate that they

alone‘ bytheirgo
ernmen
police agencies." h
y
wrote. The idea of keeping a crimi— Burns says he has first—hand knowl- Journal News with the MGLCC decrded to speak to TJN after
nal statute on the books that no one edge of the activities and "refused Board of Directors, President Jason Burns‘ charges appeared in Fam—
Crockett and Acting Vice President ily and Friends.
wanted to enforce is perverse, he . to tolerate them."
For its part, the MGLCC board
In addition to Burns, the lawsuit (then an at—large board member) .
said.
In a dissent, justices Ray names A&P Publishing, Inc., Anita Herb Zeman said that Burns was has denied any wrongdoing. _
With regard to the lawsuit, Len
Thornton and Chief Justice W. H. Moyt and Patricia Pair. The suit told verbally where the meeting
Piechowski, and MGLCC board
"Dub" Arnold argued that there alleges that Family and Friends would take place.
was no case for the court to rule "published... statements knowing
Burns would not enumerate any member, said, "We justfelt that we
them
to
be
false,
and/or
with
reck—
on.
specific charges on the recordin an had to do the best thing... and we
Thornton said that the seven less disregard to their truthfulness interview with the TIN . However, felt this was the best thing."
See Removal onpage 23
people who brought the case "have and without a sufficient or adequate he insisted that the activities of the
failed to establish that there is an
actual threat of prosecution or that
they have suffered actual harm re— Ontario Court Orders
Government to
sulting from the existence of the
statute."
Recognize Gay Marriages
Thornton wrote that, with its
ruling, the court was acting as a
TORONTO (AP) — An Ontario tian tradition of reading banns, or Levine called the ruling "historic"
super legislative body.
court
ruled July 12 that Canada‘s asking in church on three Sundays and "unprecedented."
On Oct. 29, the New York—
"It means marriage is no longer
based Lambda Legal Defense and policy of refusing legal recognition if anyone objects to a couple S
limited to one man and one woman
Education Fund, representing the of gay and lesbian marriages was marriage.
unconstitutional.
After the ceremony at the Met— to the exclusion of all others," she
seven plaintiffs, filed a brief with
The ruling by a three—judge ropolitan Community Church in said.
the state‘s high court arguing that
the law "singles out gay men and panel of the Ontario Superior Court downtown Toronto, the couples _ In the decision, the judges ruled
lesbians for criminal condemnation is a major step toward the formal were given marriage certificates that denying legal recognition to
for engaging in the very same con— recognition of homosexual mar— fromRev. Brent Hawke. When gay and lesbian marriages violated
riages in Canada.
they tried to have the marriages Canada‘s Charter of Rights and
duct freely permitted between het—
Under existing laws, marriage registered, provincial officials re— Freedoms.
erosexuals."
Douglas Elliott, the lawyer for
The plaintiffs claimed that they certificates are issued only to het— fused.
erosexual couples, though gay and
On July 12, the gay couple the gay couple, said he expected the
feared being charged and convicted
or losing their jobs or professional lesbian couples can get similar shared a celebratory kiss and wept government to appeal the court‘s
ruling, with the case eventually
licenses. The law they challenged rights and privileges as licensed at news of the ruling.
marriages.
"We‘re no longer second—class reaching Canada‘s Supreme Court.
carried a penalty of a $1,000 fine
Justice Heather Smith sus— citizens in this country and the time
The only country that legally
and up to a year in jail.
Arkansas was one of six remain— pended the July 12 ruling for two has come for change," said Joe recognizes Ssame—sex marriages is
ing states that criminalized gay and years to give the federal Parliament Varnell, who sued the provincial ‘The Netherlands. In the United
lesbian sexual conduct involving time to redefine the term "mar—. government for the right to marry States, Vermont enacted a domes—
riage" in Canadian law.
another man. "My relationship is tic partnership law in 2000 that al—
consenting adults. The others are
The case decided involved two validated and nobody can say we‘re lows gay couples to enter into civil
Kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma,
couples — one gay and one lesbian not a real family anymore."
unions that resemble marriage. No
Texas and Utah.
— married in 2001 using a Chris—
Government Jawyer Roslyn other state has such a law.
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| version of Sesame Street RTS)

this fall in South Africa in that
country‘s version of the famous
children‘s show, called "Takalani
She is nameless and faceless, yet
Sesame." Takalani means "be
this mystery woman is already at
happy." Later, Sesame Street
the center of an international de—
hopes to add the regular character
bate on sex, morality and passion.
to other shows around the world,
Her detractors say she will poi—
S
\\‘\>_\:‘\-_\\\t\751\ ;’
including here in the United States.
son impressionable minds every—
Details about the HIV—positive —
where, possibly leading, they fear,
personality are still being devel—
_ to wanton sex and the condoning
oped, but "we know she‘ll be
of Godless lifestyles.
lively, alert, friendly outgoing and
On the contrary, counter her
backers, she is the embodiment of HIV—positive," said Joel Schneider,
vice president of the Sesame Work—
love and compassion, and will
shop, in announcing the character —
teach not only tolerance, but the
at the 14th International AIDS
kind ofself—respect and self—esteem
that could help save millions of Conference in Barcelona, Spain.
"She‘ll be healthy, not sickly. We
young lives.
want to show children that it‘s okay
About the only thing the two
to touch [someone with HIV], okay
sides agree on is that this dame is a
to hug, that a person can still be a
monster.
E
constructive part of the commu—
Probably a cute and fuzzy one,
nity."
but a monster none the less.
The background story for how
Think Elmo and Grover. Think
the character was infected with the
Muppets. Think Sesame Street.
rily by kids ages 3 to 7 years, there
virus is still being developed, but
The latest vixen to conserva—
will be no mention of sex.
will probably be through birth or a
tives everywhere is a yet—to—be
Of course, that hasn‘t stopped
blood transfusion, the creators said.
fashioned puppet whose Sesame
political opponents who clamor to
They
were
careful
to
note
that
be—
Street creators will infect her with
the mantra that such a serious topic
HIV. She is scheduled to debut first cause the show is watched prima—
is "not appropriate" for children so
young.
It is a strange world indeed
where puppet—makers show more
leadership than politicians. But as
the adage goes, truth is indeed of—
ten stranger than fiction, and in this
case, the creators of a make—believe
place are far more in touch with
reality than the political voices op—
posing them. They know that for
millions of children around the
globe, AIDS is not something that
can be isolated to the adult world.
The harsh reality is thatit is already
a part of their world—of
everyone‘s world.
Box 11485, Memphis, Tennessee 38111—0485
In South Africa, an estimated 10
E
Phone (901) 454—1411
percent of the population is HIV—
Fax: (901) 454—1411
E—mail: Memphis
* positive, and upwards of half a mil—
Website: www.memphistrianglejournal.com
lion children are AIDS orphans.
For the generation of AIDS babies
The Triangle Journal News assumes no liability for claims made by
now being born there, the average
advertisers. Appearance in this publication is not to be construed as an indication of
life expectancy will be less than 30.
sexual orientation, preference or identity unless specifically stated. We welcome mate—
rials submitted by readers, but reserve the right to edit or reject such materials. The
This, ironically, in a country where
Triangle Journal News is published 12 times a year by Printers Ink and distributed in
the current president has crippled
the Memphis, Jackson, and Nashville, Tenn., areas. First—class mailed subscriptions
AIDS education efforts by endors—
are available at $20 per year by writing to the address above.
ing the desperate notion that HIV
does not cause AIDS. In such a
Publishers/Editors
Allen Cook e John Stilwell
country, it may not, after all, be a
(MemphisTJN@ aol.com)
wonder that it would take a child‘s
Columnists/Contributors
show to make sense of the mess
Paula Martinac « Mubarak Dahire Romeo San Vicente «
made
by adults.
E
Shannon Yarbrough * Angela Lamb « Jim Maynard
The situation is not as dire here
Out and About Editor
Angela Lamb (tincalendargirlt@yahoo.com)
in the United States, of course, but
Production
still, an estimated 900,000 Ameri—
Allen Cook * Bob Dumais « John Stilwell
cans
are HIV—positive. The biggest
Advertising Sales
difference, however, may be that
Bob Dumais ® Allen Cook
unlike in South Africa, where HIV
National Advertising Representative
RIVENDELL MARKETING COMPANY
transmission is spread primarily
212—242—6863
through heterosexual sex, here it is
Advertising Information: Advertising information is available by calling or
still so closely associated with gay
faxing (901) 454—1411.
men.
Copyright © 2002 by Printers Ink. Reprint permission on non—syndicated material is granted to gay and
No doubt that was at least part
lesbian publications and/or websites only, provided proper credit is given. Associated Press stories are
of
the
motivation behind the group
copyrighted and used by permission; they may not be republished without written permission from AP.
of Republicans who, the day after
the character‘s announcement, sent
The Triangle Journal News is a member of The Associated Press.
By Mubarak Dahir
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a letter to Pat Mitchell, president
of the Public Rroadcasting System,
on which Sesame Street airs in the
United States. Not surprisingly, the
letter expressed the sentiment that
"only age and culturally appropri—
ate programs air on PBS."
_—It‘s not the first time Sesame
Street has taken on important so—
cial issues to the dismay of adults.
Ever since its debut in 1969; it has
sought to teach children not only
the ABC‘s, but about life around
them as well.—From the beginning,
it had characters and guests of a
variety of racial and ethnic back—
grounds, as well as those with dis—
abilities. In the years since, it has
touched on such controversial top—
ics as divorce and death.
Still, this is likely to be the most
challenging character—and social
message—yet. A lot of questions
remain that even the people at

Sesame Street probably can‘t yet
answer: How will other Muppets
react to her? Will they show dis—
crimination? Will the Muppet be on
the powerful anti—HIV medicines,
drugs that are not available to
people in places like South Africa?
If the character startsoffas healthy,
will her disease ever progress? Will
she go to the doctor? Will she go
to thehospital? Will she everget
sick, and maybe even die?
These are tough.questions,anes.
that Sesame Street can and — will=
grapple with in time. But the brave
people at Sesame Street know that
just because it‘s a difficult topic
doesn‘t mean it shouldn‘t be tack—
led.
Our politicians could learn a
thing or two from a kid‘s show.
Mubarak Dahir receives e—mail
at MubarakDah@aol.com
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MGLCC to

Hold

The Memphis Gay and Les—
bian
Community
Center
(MGLCC) will hold its yearly
elections of the board of directors
during its annual meeting sched—
uled for Sun., Aug. 4, at 6 p.m. at
Holy Trinity Community Church,
3430 Summer Ave.
Only eligible members will be
allowed to attend the annual
meeting. An eligible member is
defined as anyone who has paid
annual dues, became a 500 Club
member, or joined the Benefac—
tor Club by June 20, 2002.
This election year begins with
the newly revised by—laws regard—
ing election terms of officers in
effect. The executive members,
which include the president, vice—
president, secretary and treasurer,
will now be elected to two—year
terms. Elections for the positions
of president and secretary W111

Elections Aug.

take place in the even—numbered
years and thevice—president and
treasurer will be elected in the
odd—numbered years. The rest of
the board, which includes seven
members—at—large, will still be
elected annually. Since these by—
laws are new, all 1 1 positions are
open for election this year.
The schedule for this year‘s
election is as follows: The doors
of Holy Trinity will be unlocked
at 6 p.m. and only eligible mem—
bers will be allowed to enter to
cast their vote(s). After voting,
members can either leave or go
to the sanctuary to await the an—
nouncement of the newly elected
officers. The election will end
promptly at 6:30 p.m. After the
last vote is cast, the Observation
Committee, which will oversee
the entire election process, will
count the votes. After all votes

4

ETC

have been counted, the election
chair, Angela Lamb, will an—
nounce the new board of direc—
tors. After the announcement the
meeting will be adjourned.
In order to enter Holy Trinity
to cast your vote(s), bring a form
of picture identification with you,
such as a driver‘s license or
school ID. Anyone without pic—
ture ID will not be allowed to
enter the building (and therefore
not allowed to vote). Please note
that any proxy ballot not ac—
counted for by 5 p.m. on Sun.,
Aug. 4, will be considered in—
valid.
If you have any questions re—
garding the elections;, contact the
election chair, Angela Lamb
(268—4675), or the election sec—
retary, Miki Zulewski (726—
4211).
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true threat of anti—gay violence and

Square Dancers to Host Ice Cream Social
TheCotton
Pickin‘
SquaresSocial
will ing them that
host
its
annual
Ice
Cream
and
Introductionto
Square
Danc—
ingon
Thurs.,
Aug.
22,
at
7:30p.m.
ThereTheisevent
no charge
to toattend.
is
held
people to join the groupencourage
by show—
square dancing is an
easy and fun way to meet new
people and to socialize. The group
is composed primarily of gay and
lesbian dancers.
The Ice Cream Social will be
held at the Prescott Church Fellow—

Presents

FARMERS
INSURANCE
GROUP

and Sundays Aug. 25 and Sept. 1.
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $10 for general ad—
mission and $5 for students with a
valid college ID. For reservations,
call 722—9302. For more informa—
tion, call 276—0168.

/A
A\

featuring
Boar‘s Head Meats & Cheeses
Come in and enjoy our
patio before a movie!
©2098 La Salle Place
(In front of Malco‘s Studio on the Square)

INSURHNCE
Auto — Home — Life — Annuities
Sensitive to the Needs ofthe Gay & Lesbian Community
Office: 377—1075 . Enrica Ramey Home:

3749502

E—mail: enncarameg©aolcom

— ay
like
Jesus.

Mon.—Thurs — 7T a.m. — 5 p.m.
Friday — 7T a.m. — 4 p.m.
Sat. — 8 a.m. — 3 p.m.
We Cater and Deliver

PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder)

w 8

PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES
* Individual Therapy

of welcoming everyone, regardless of race, saxual or
political orientation. it‘s been said that Jesus was crazy too and
we always try to do our very best to follow Him.
if you‘ve been fooking for a church that‘s radically different,

justice
with an active mission to
and the love of Christ, come see what at! the cruglmss is about!

meso r t aie

* Group Therapy .
* Adolescent Therapy
* Marriage & Family Therapy
Office Hours by Appointment
Insurance Accepted

Prescott Church

Eric Cassius, LPC, CHT

Rev. Martha Brake, 19W

815 Mt. Moriah Road

499 Patterson St. at Mynders,
across from U of M
9:3G SundagSchool 10:45 Worship

685—5491

014.327.8479
www.prescottchurch.org
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* Sexual Dysfunction
®

It‘s been saidthat we are Crazy at Prescott, because
of the stances we take and our proud tradition
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Fax: 274—6078
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Bowling

League Set To Strike Up

The Brothers & Sisters Bowling
having a fun bowling event that evening
League, the oldest gay/lesbian organized
as a fundraiser for its 10th annual tourna—
sport, will begin bowling for its 17th sea—
ment to be held March 14— 16, 2003. There
son on Sun., Sept. 8 at Cordova Bowling
will be raffle prizes and cash awards given
Center.
out that evening.
The league features four—person teams
The Brothers & Sisters Bowling league
of any gender mix and will bowl a 29—week
is an ABC/WIBC—sanctioned league and
schedule. All bowling will be on succes— — is also an active member of the Interna—
sive Sunday evenings beginning at 6 p.m.
tional Gay Bowling Organization (IGBO).
at Cordova Bowling Center, 7945 Club Annual dues—will be required by each par—
Center Cove in Cordova, just off ticipant — usually around $15. League
Germantown Parkway near Dexter.
participants will also be responsible for
Pre—registration for individuals and
their weeklv bOWlan fees of yav.e Tha
zit

ieague has an outstanding awards program
and end—of—year banquet.
For more information about bowling
this season, contact Tony Matics at (901)
122—5236
or
by
e—mail
at

teams interested in participating this sea—
son will be held at the bowling alley on
Sun., Aug. 25, at 5 p.m. In conjunction
with the registration, the St. Patrick‘s In—
vitational Tournament Committee will be

Auctlon Breaks All Records
Submitted by Butch Valentine,
possible from our live
FFL Fundraising Director
The 15th Annual Auction Against AIDS
broke all records — the most ever in dona—
tions (almost 450 items with a value over
$132,000), the largest attendance (more than
450) and the most money raised (bringing
home between $63,000—$64,000 net com—
pared to last year‘s $48,000). This is truly a
blessing to Friends For Life and the many
clients we serve.
The auction couldn‘t have been success—
ful without the big—heartedness ofmore than
300 donors, the frenzied bidders and gener—
ous sponsors.
toThe Dabney Nursery and The—
Rooter Man for sponsoring the auction, to
Star Distributing for sponsoring the VIP
Tickets and to Agouron Pharmaceuticals for
sponsoring the catering that was provided by
Glenn Jones and volunteers from the Feast
For Friends Program.
Now let me tell you this...it was the
Swingin‘est SummerParty ofthe Year! Tom
Prestigiacomeoliterally sucked every nickel

2865 Walnut Grove * (901)
323—6386 « Memphis, TN 38111
yp~

a retro

there,

dance
and drag nite

wSQ“$05 featuring Rockin‘ Scotty at the bar,
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Groovq Guys and Glitter Gals'
"Cabana Boy" Drinks
$3 ALL NTE

FFL

auction bidders, of—
ten driving them over the retail value of the
Bahama Special
package.
Kym Clark was campy and vampy and
3 Nights — Air — Hotel — Transfers
hada great time with Michael Hoots and
friends with her presentations of the items.
The sultry sax of Carl Wolfe joined
$319." per person
Hudson and Saleeby at the beginning of the
auction, but later, both Kym and Tom P. took
Call M&M Travel
the mike to dazzle everyone with their vo—
cals.
:
901—751—1692
It was a day of surprises and triumphs.
Fax: 901—7532—0718
So many people to thank — the massive
E—mail:
roes86@aol.com
numbers of volunteers who "trolled for trea—
sures," helped with set—up, check—in, check—
out, table monitoring...a big thank you with
<a slurpywet kiss —and great big hugs.——— ay
You have no idea how much is involved
For‘all your vehicle needs.
in staging an auction and the number of vol—
unteer hours it takes to make it happen. It‘s
massive — let‘s leave it at that. Angela
Lamb, FFL‘s volunteer coordinator, did a
great job on this.
If you weren‘t there, you missed a big ol‘
time, but you can make up for it at A Place
at the Table on Sun., Sept. 21.

St. Jude Needs Volunteers for
HIV Vaccine Study
St. Jude Children‘s Research Hospital and
millions of people around the world need

your help!
No they don‘t need any money from you,
in fact they are willing to pay you to partici—
pate in a study. This study is for an HIV
vaccine and could possibly help save mil—
lions of people from contracting HIV.
This study involves some requirements
but the benefits are rewarding! For more in—
formation or to sign up please call Nanna
Howlett, RN at 495—3300 or e—mail her at
nanna.howlett@stjude.org if you have any
questions.
The requirements include being HIV
negative, being between 18 and 32 years old.
You must not have received the small pox
vaccine, and be willing and able to come to

St. Jude on a regular basis for up to one year.
_The benefits include $20 per visit for a
total of $380 and the knowledge that you may
have helped stop the spread of HIV.
"Personally speaking. I can say that as a
former participant in this survey it is a won—
derful experience. You get to meet nice
people at St. Jude who are willing to meet.
your schedule if you can‘t go during the day.
You also get cash, which is never a bad
thing," said Daniel Cole, a Friends For Life
educator
If you‘d like to talk to him or another par—
ticipant, e—mail , Daniel Cole at
FFLEducator@yahoo.com or Angela Lamb
at cantsee3d@yahoo.com and they will try
to answer any of your questions. This study
is completely confidential.

For those times when you
can‘tfind a printed copy...

memphlstrlanglejournalcom
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Minister Says

Having

Reversed Will

Help Family

Death

Certificate

since he resurfaced in December
ABILENE, Texas (AP) — A
trict court in Pampa. No newcourt
2000,
and he wants to honor them.
minister who claimed amnesia
date has been set.
"I think I owe it to my family"
when he resurfaced after a 16—year _
The case was filed in Gray
to have the death ruling reversed,
disappearance said having his pre—
County, where he was ruled legally
he told the Abilene Reporter—
sumption of death reversed and his
dead in August 1991, seven years
News.
estate returned to him will honor
after he disappeared while en route
Simmons has claimed amnesia
his family.
from Lubbock to San Antonio. At
since being recognized while au—
Wesley Barrett "Barre". Cox,
the time, he was married, had an
ditioning to be pastor of a pre—
who now uses the name James
infant daughter and was a Church
dominantly gay church in White
Simmons, filed the application in
of Christ minister.
Gray County Court in the Pan—
Simmons, pastor of Faith Com— _ Rock, a Dallas suburb. He left the
handle community of Pampa. A_
hearing set for July 3 was canceled
and the case moved to a state dis—
Serving cur C

munity Church in Garland, said
July 2 that his mother and other
relatives have been supportive
—

for 12 gears! Please call
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church last year after failing to
get a two—thirds majority vote of
confidence he requested.
He has denied faking his ab—
duction, creating a new life and
claiming amnesia because he
could not reconcile being gay
with his religious background.
Simmons said July 2 that his
therapist thinks he needs to merge
his two identities, and he agrees.
"I need to claim not only who
I was but who I am," Simmons
said.
After he was declared legally
—dead, his wife Beth Cox received
lease payments on part of a
Panhandle ranch the Cox family
owned. When the ranch was
sold, she received part of the
proceeds.
Beth Cox, who never remar—
ried and lives in Franklin, Tenn.,
said that the money is gone
because she spent it raising

Kevin Bourassa, center, andpartner Joe Varnell, right, listen to Rev.
Brent Hawkes, Pastor of the Metropolitan Community Church in
foreground, address a Queen‘s Park news conference in Toronto on
Fri., July 12. An Ontario court ruled that Ganada‘s policy ofrefusing
Tegal recognition ofgay and lesbian marriages was unconstitutional.
The pair was married by Rev Hawkes under a common law Banns
ceremony on Jan. 14, 2001, and subsequently launched a legal
challenge afterthe Province ofOntario refusedto registertheirmarriage.
(See story on page 1)
(AP Photo/CP,—J.P. Moczulski)
their daughter, now 18. She said
she is puzzled why her former
husband went to court over the
proceeds.
"It‘s rough going through all
of this, and we don‘t understand
it," she said from her Tennessee
home.
:
Two other legal proceedings
also are under way in Dallas.

Simmons has filed for divorce,
and Beth Cox is not contesting it.
The state of Tennessee is try—
ing to collect back child support
on behalf of Beth Cox, who said
she and her former husband could
not reach an agreement on pay—
ing for their daughter‘s education.
That case was transferred to Dal—
las County, where Simmons lives.

Group Takes Houston Sodomy Case to Supreme Court
By Mark Babineck
Associated Press Writer
HOUSTON (AP) — In an ef—
fort to get the U.S. Supreme Court
to decide the constitutionality of
Texas‘ anti—sodomy law, a gay
rights group took the case of two
men arrested under the statute to
Washington July 16.
Lambda Legal, which repre—
sents the two Houston—area men
arrested in 1998 for having sex in
an apartment, formally asked the
high court to reverse Texas courts‘
upholding of their misdemeanor
conviction.
"This law harms all people who

believe that their homes should be
protected from governmental intru—
sion," said Lee Taft, director of
Lambda Legal‘s regional office.
"In particular, it brands lesbian and
gay Texans as second—class citizens
and is used to justify all kinds of
discrimination."
R
Only Texas, Missouri, Kansas
and Oklahoma expressly prohibit _
homosexual acts, though the crime
is equivalent in severity to a traffic
ticket in Texas.
— The case began when sheriff‘s
deputies, responding to a false re—
port of an armed intruder, went into
John Lawrence‘s apartment unit
Sept. 17, 1998, and discovered him

having sex with Tyron Garner.
Both spent the night in the Harris
County Jail and were released the
next day.
Lawrence and Garner pleaded
no contest and were fined $200
each. The sodomy law was a felony
until 1974, when it was reduced to
a misdemeanor that today carries a
maximum $500 fine.
They won a brief victory when
a state appeals court panel over—
turned the convictions and ruled the
law unconstitutional. However, the
full court reversed the ruling and
affirmed the convictions and the
Jaw.
The Texas Court of Criminal

Appeals, the state‘s highest crimi—
nal court, refused to hear the case,
making the Supreme Court the next
and final possible step.
The U.S. Supreme Court upheld
the constitutionality of state sod—
omy laws in 1986 in Bowers vs.
Hardwick, a case Taft said his or—

WOLF
PLUMBING

Settlement

Reached

ganization wants the current jus—
tices to reconsider.
"It is an opportunity for the U.S.
Supreme Court to review the atroc—
ity of its ruling in Hardwick, and it
is an opportunity for that court to
think through issues of privacy and
equal protection," Taft said.

RIVER
& PIPING

RESIDENTIAL

in Gay Inheritance

COMMERCIAL
TACOMA, Wash. (AP) — A
man may continue to live without
charge in the home he shared with
his partner before the partner died
but will not own it under an out—
of—court settlement with the
partner‘s family.
Under the agreement, Frank
Vasquez also is responsible for
maintaining the inside of the home,
windows and grounds, while rela—
tives of Robert Schwerzler are re—
sponsible for maintaining the
structure and paying property
taxes.
When Schwerzler died in 1995
at age 78 without leaving a will,
Vasquez claimed rights to the
~*~ housein Puyallup where the two
had lived for nearly 28 years.
Vasquez said he had a long—term
relationship with Schwerzler,
whose relatives denied that he was
gay and maintained that Vasquez

Woman

was essentially a boarder with his
own room in the house. The two
also
worked
together
in
Schwerzler‘s burlap bag business
at the house.
The case drew national attention
when a three—judge state appeals
panel rejected Vasquez‘s claim,
holding that legal protections for
unmarried couples don‘t extend to
same—sex couples.
Last November, the state Su—
preme Court sent the case back to
Pierce County Superior Court to
seek more evidence on the nature
of the men‘s relationship.
Vasquez‘s lawyers nonetheless
said the high court ruling was a vic—
tory for gay rights because it held
that Vasquez‘s claim should be
decided by the evidence, not
the "legality" of his relationship
with Schwerzler or his sexual
orientation.

The settlement was approved
June 26 by Judge Vicki L. Hogan.
Schwerzler‘s relatives settled
partly to avoid the cost of going to
trial, their lawyer, Ross Taylor,
‘said.
"I don‘t know that anyone wants
to see Mr. Vasquez out on the
street," Taylor added.
Because Vasquez had no —
money, his lawyers at Rumbaugh,
Rideout and Barnett in Tacoma
agreed to pay $46,000 to the
Schwerzler family.
The main goal was to keep
Vasquez in the house, said his prin—
cipal lawyer, Terry Barnett.
"It‘s a big relief for him,"
Barnett said. "I wouldntsay he‘s
happy. He‘s lonely.
"He‘s a 67—year—old guy, illiter—
ate and he doesn‘t drive. His life
partner has died. He will never re—
ally come back from that."

INDUSTRIAL
REPAIRS
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NEW CONSTRUCTION
BACKFLOW PREVENTION
INSTALLED/CERTIFIED/REPAIRED
#BF 1540
—
#PO783

853—5506
LICENSED « BONDED
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Sentenced to Maximum

Four Years for Dog—mauling
the death of Diane Whipple, who
was attacked by the couple‘s two
huge Presa Canario dogs in Janu—
ary 2001. Noel is already serving a
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A
four—year term.
judge sentenced a lawyer to four
Knoller, 47, was convicted of
years behind bars for owning two —
second—degree murder, involuntary
ferocious dogs that killed a neigh—
manslaughter and having a mischie—
bor last year, saying it was clear
vous dog that killed someone. Noel,
. "someone was going to get hurt by
61, was found guilty of the man—
those dogs."
slaughter and mischievous dog
Judge James Warren said
charges.
Marjorie Knoller deserved the
Knoller could have gotten 15
maximum because she had shown
years to life in—prison for murder.
no remorse and had lied under oath
But the judge threw out the charge
in denying that she had seen the two
last month, saying Knoller had no
huge dogs bite or menace others.
way of knowing the dogs would kill
‘"You knew those dogs were dan—
someone when she left her apart—
gerous, you knew you could not
ment that day.
control them, you took them outside
Knoller also was ordered to pay
anyway and it was clear at some
$6,800 in restitution to Sharon
point, someone was going to get
Smith, Whipple‘s partner.
hurt by those dogs," he said.
Prosecutor James Hammer
With credit for goodconduct and
nearly lost control during the hear—
time served, Knoller could spend
ing as he strained with emotion. He
about 14 months.in state prison.
She and her husband, Robert practically begged Knoller to take
responsibility and give Whipple‘s
Noel, were convicted in— March in
By Kim Curtis
Associated Press Writer

Death

family "some peace." She said noth—
ing.
The dogs, Bane and Hera, each
outweighed the 110—pound victim.
Knoller testified that she tried to
fling herself between the animals
and her neighbor to no avail — one
of many statements the judge didn‘t
believe.
Knoller denied responsibility
and said Whipple, 33, could have
saved herself simply by going in—
side her apartment.
The case stunned this city and
made legal history when Smith won
the same right as a spouse to sue
for damages. The state Legislature
enacted a law to allow wrongful—
death lawsuits by gay partners.
And, for now, a certain kind of
justice has been served, prosecutors
said.
§
"It‘ s not everything we wanted,"
Hammersaid of Knoller‘s sentence.
"But they‘ve now received some
punishment."
G
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Most Gay HIV Carriers Don‘t Know They‘re Infected,

Researchers Say

three people were unaware they
tive, 440 — or. 77 percent — had
stepped up. The rates have re— surveyed men. Knowing the age of
were infected, said Phill Wilson of not known they were infectedwith
mained fairly stable at 10,000new the partners or whether they be—
~ the African American AIDS Policy
the virus. Around half of those men cases every three months since
longed to high—risk groups would
and Training Institute in Los An— ‘hadn‘t been tested in the past year . 1998.
have
helped identify patterns of
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) —
geles, who was notconnected with — and half were having anal sex with—
Young
gay
men
shun
testing
~
infection,
he said.
.A study of young gay and bisexual
the research.
out condoms, said MacKellar:
because
of
the
stigma
of
being
HIV
Another
CDC study presented at
men in major U.S. cities found that
The survey, conducted by the
percent of the black
positive, Wilson said.
the conference, which examined
more than three—quarters of those
U.S. Centers for Disease Control f HIV positive men didn‘t know they
The problem is worse for mi— anonymous ‘blood samples of
infected with HIV — including 91
and Prevention, "helps explain, at were infected, and 70 percent of the
norities
because they are not being 40,000 high—risk patients of all
percent of blacks — wereunaware
least in part, why many young. gay Hispanic HIV positive men were ‘reached by normal awareness cam—
ages, found that the rate of new in—
they had the AIDS virus.
and bisexual men in the United
unaware of their status, MacKellar paigns and ‘are not accustomed to
fections for gay and bisexual men
The finding, presented July 7
States are becoming infected," said
said.
seeking
preventive
medical
care.
was nine times higher than for
during the first day of scientific
Duncan MacKellar, who led the
Black men were the most likely
"There
are
number
of
important
womenand heterosexual men.
sessions at the 14th International
study.
to be infected and the least likely messages that are not getting
Other CDC research linked psy—
AIDS Conference, is a worrying
‘"Many gay and bisexual men
to know that they had the virus, he through to critical communities," chosocial health problems such as
sign that the epidemic could be in
have HIV, most do not test fre—
said.
he said, adding that "when black depression and drug abuse to
danger of accelerating again in the
quently and ... are engaging in be—
Dr. Ronald Valdiserri, the men see a doctor it‘s in the emer— higher HIV infection rates and
United States.
haviors that can transmit the virus,"
CDC‘s deputy director for HIV, gency room."
large age gaps within homosexual
The study indicated that igno—
he added.
STD and TB prevention, warned
A weakness in the study, Wil— couples to a higher propensity to
rance of infection among HIV posi—
that infection rates could climb son said, was that it lacked infor— engage in risky sexual behavior.
Researchers surveyed 5,719
tive gay and bisexual men was
men aged 15 to 29 at dance clubs,
again unless prevention efforts are mation on sexual partners of the
twice as common as previous esti—
bars, health clubs and street loca—
mates, which were based on HIV
tions in Baltimore, Dallas, Los
tests results of people entering the
Angeles, Miami, New York and
military or jobs that require
Mutant Strains of HIV Resistant to Drugs
Seattle from 1994 to 2000.
screening.
Of the 573 who tested HIV posi—
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
The study was conducted by author and a San Francisco Gen—
Those have indicated that one in
Mutant, drug—resistant strains of researchers at the University of eral Hospital AIDS specialist.
HIV are growing among San California, San Francisco. The
He said the study is important
Francisco‘s newly infected gay results were presented at the 14th because patterns found among
men, a new study suggests.
International AIDS Conference HIV—infected men in San Fran—
The results of the five—year held July 7—12 in Barcelona, cisco often provide a blueprint for
— study show an increase from 2.5 Spain.
how the epidemic will evolve in
— MASSAGE —
percent in 1996 to 13 percent in
"Some people are becoming other cities.
2000 in those tested who were re— infected with a virus that is much
The study found that resis—
f
sA
sistant to two different classes of more difficult to treat," said Dr. tance to the latest class of AIDS
drugs.
Frederick Hecht, the study‘s co— drugs developed quickly. The
az
mutated viruses also are being
spread by those who are under—
going treatment, the study found.
(ING
However, Hecht cautioned in—
NATIONALLY CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST
terpreting the results to mean mu:
tant viruses are more dangerous.
He said the differences in blood
IN/OUT CALLS
761—7977
cell counts were not huge and that
GIFT CERTIFICATES
BY APPOINTMENT
more studies are needed to deter—
mine what effect they have on the
immune system. Some patients
infected with the newer strains
showed more disease—fighting
white blood cells than those with
the nonmutant virus.
‘But mutant strains are harder
to treat because treatment begins
with so—called "salvage regimes,"
om
bed
which are typically prescribed as
Meis) WOODLAND
a last resort after other treatments
have failed.
REALTOR® Lu Bs
The study‘s results will be
gmxﬁqolcomof gtannﬁgiannmoeraCom
published in the Journal ofthe
American Medical Association.
By Jerome Socolovsky
Associated Press Writer
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Michael

polog
Ovitz A

to Ban Same—sex
Right—wing Effort
Marriage in Massachusetts Defeated

LOS ANGELES (AP) ==
Michael Ovitz has issued an apol—
ogy for saying his career was sabo—
taged by several top Hollywood

players he referred to as the "gay
mafia" in a magazine article.
In an interview published in the
August issue of Vanity Fair, the 55—
year—old former head of the CAA
talent agency — once considered
the most powerful man in Holly—
wood — cast the blame for his pro—
fessional downfall on former
colleagues.
He blamed his woes on Disney
CEO Michael Eisner, for whom he
worked as president of The Walt
Disney Co. until he was ousted in
1996. He also said a "gay mafia"
led by DreamWorks co—founder Michael! Ovitz, former president of
David Geffen sought to eliminate
Walt Disney Co. and former
him.
:
chairman ofCreativeArtistsAgency,
Not everyone he mentioned in says in an interview for the August
issue of Vanity Fair magazine his
the interview is gay.
In the July 3 edition of the trade career was sabotaged by several
top Hollywoodplayers, includinghis
newspaper Variety, Ovitz apolo—
own formerproteges at CAA, David
gized for the remark about homo—
Geffen and a group he refers to as
sexuality but did not retract any of the "gay mafia."
his other accusations.
—AP Photo/FAhonda Bimaort
"I made some statements that
were inappropriate during an open
and frank discussion with Vanity ings or attitudes. It is regrettable
Fair," he said through a spokes— —and I am truly sorry."
man. "In particular, the term ‘gay
Ovitz did not immediately re—
mafia‘ does not reflect my true feel— turn calls for further comment.

«WASHINGTON —The Na—
tional Gayand Lesbian Task Force
joined with local Massachusetts
activists to celebrate their joint suc—
cess in defeating a right—wing ef—
fort to. pass an‘ anti—gay
constitutional: amendment prohib—
iting same—sex marriage in the state
July 18:
"The defeat of this anti—gay,
anti—family amendment shows how
national organizations can effec—
tively partner with local activists to
stand up for full equality for all gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
people," said Lorri L. Jean, the task
force‘s executive director.
‘"No one, whether an agent of
the government or ofthe radical re—
ligious right, should be in the busi—
ness of punishing millions of
same—sex partners for how they
choose to organize their own fami—
lies. A government ‘of the people,
by the people, and for the people‘
ought to serve everyone, and that
means respecting and valuing our
families equally," she said.
On July 17, a Constitutional
Convention was held where a joint
session of the Massachusetts House
and Senate voted 137—53 to adjourn
immediately without taking a vote
on the controversial issue. The

By

Constitutional Convention. was
called after right—wing groups cols
lected the 130,000 signatures
needed to initiate the process of
passing: a constitutional amend:
ment.
To appear on the ballot in No:
vember 2004, the ballot question
needed to be approved by 50 of the
200 elected representatives and
senators in the Massachusetts Leg—

islature before the two—year legis—
lative. session. ends July. 31, and
agam during. the 20032004 ses—
sion. —,
If passed, the amendment would
have made same—sex.marriages un—
constitutional in Massachusetts and
accord marriage benefits only to
unions between one man and one
woman.
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Florida

Lawyers

Make the Case

for Gay Adoption
ATLANTA (AP) —The
Florida Legislature has the author—
ity to forbid homosexuals from
adopting children, lawyers for the
‘state wrote in a brieffiled in a fed—
eral appeals court.
The attorneys argued that as
Florida limits the legal number of

Ban

Pledges to

Ban on

spouses and recognizes only het—
erosexual marriages, it is well
within the Legislature‘s purview to
allow only heterosexuals to adopt,
to "further the public moral sense."
The brief was filed with the 1 1th
U;S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
Atlanta on July 1 in response to an

Records & CDs
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794 S. Cooper
Memphis, TN 38194

‘Reno
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Mon—Sat, 11:30 am—6:30 pm
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&
Needing more fulfillment?
Wanting more changes in your life?
Having difficulty in figuring out the problem?
Considering therapy to get you on track?
Genuine and Caring Therapist focusing on:
»Relationships « Depression/Anxiety «Abuse issues,
risoc
«Goal and Motivational Coaching _
Rhonda Manning Hidaji, LCSW 757—7706
Master Level Licensed Clinical Social Worker

appeal filed to a federal district
judge‘s ruling in Miami that the law
is valid.
Florida is the only state in the
nation that has a blanket prohibi—
tion against adoption by all gay
people, whether married or single.
Two other states prohibit only gay
couples from adopting: Mississippi
and Utah.
The ban was passed in 1977 at
a time when Anita Bryant went on
a crusade. against a Miami—Dade
County ordinance protecting ho—
mosexuals from discrimination.
Five gay men who have been
foster parents or guardians to
Florida children filed a lawsuit in
federal court last year seeking to
overturn the law. They claimed it
discriminates against gays who
want to be parents and the children
who want to be adopted by them.
The men say they are suing for
the legal rights and security an
adoption would give them and the
children, who are all either disabled
or HIV—positive.
The Florida Dept. of Children
and Families is also named as a
defendant because that agency de—
cides who can be foster parents and
who can adopt the 3,400 children
who have been removed from abu—
sive and neglectful homes.
The plaintiffs say the law un—
fairly limits the pool of loving par—
ents who could provide stable
._ homes to these children.
f
This lawsuit marked the first _
time the state law has been chal—
lenged in federal court. At least
three previous attempts to have it
declared unconstitutional in state
© court failed.

Gay Adoption

By Tal Abbady
Associated Press Writer
MIAMI (AP) — Janet Reno
campaigning July 9 before mem—
bers of South Florida‘s gay and les—
bian community, pledged to fight
Florida‘s ban on gay adoption if
elected governor.
The former U.S. Attorney Gen—
eral spoke before about 80 mem—
bers of the Democratic Lesbian and
Gay Caucus of. Miami—Dade
County, telling them that Florida
is "at a crossroads in history."
Reno assailed Florida‘s ban on
gay adoption. "It doesn‘t make any
sense," she said of the ordinance,
whose constitutionality is being de—
liberated by a federal appeals court
in Atlanta.
She vowed to fight the ban and
workplace discrimination against
gays and lesbians.
"We need to shape laws to be—
lieve in people without discrimina—
tion in any way," Reno said.
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FormerU.S. Attorney GeneralJanet
Reno puts on afacket designed as
an American flag, as she speaks to
members ofthe DemocraticLesbian
and Gay Caucus of Miami—Dade
County, Tues., July 9, in Miami.
Aeno is the clear favorite among
rank—andfile Democrats in her run
for governor of Florida, but some
party strategists fear she will only
Tead them to defeat in November.
(AP Photo/Alan Diaz)
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Calendar

AUGUST
Monday, July 29th
»Pool Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm
* Dart Tournament — The
Pumping Station — 7:30pm
*KaraokeNight — Backstreet —
8pm
»Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
10pm
f
*Karaoke Night — Metro — 10pm

(901) 761—1444 — 7pm
Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —
Prescott Church — 7pm
«Friends and Will & Grace —
Metro — 7pm
«Dart Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
8pm
7
*Star Karaoke — Crossroads —
10pm
*Amateur Show — Metro —
11:30pm

Tuesday, July 30th
Friday, August 2nd
*Lesbians with Breast Cancer —
*Di Anne Price — Plaza Club —
Support Group — YWCA (766
AutoZone Park— 6pm
— South Highland) —7pm
—
_eCatholic Mass with Special __
*Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
Invitation to GLBTs — St.
__ _7pm
Patrick‘s Cathedral — 7pm
«Dart Tournament — Crossroads —
*First Congo Films — First Congrega—
7:45pm
tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —
*Karaoke Night — J—Wag‘s — 10pm
7pm & 9pm
*Karaoke Night — Metro — 10pm
«Di Anne Price — Cielo — 8pm
*Tennessee Leather Tribe Club
Wednesday, July 31st
Night — Pumping Station —
10 pm
*Fellowship Dinner & Christian Life
*Pool Tournament — Crossroads —
Study and Discussion — Prescott
8pm
Church — (901) 327—8479 — 6pm &
6:45
«Drag Show — Metro — 11pm
«Fellowship Supper and Informal *»Drag Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & 2:30am
Discussion — Holy Trinity
«Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am
Community Church — (901)
320—9376 — 6:30pm
*Worship Service — Living Word
Saturday, August 3rd
Christian Church — (901) 276—
*Camp Fire USA — First Congrega—
0577 — 7pm
tional Church — (901) 327—0438 or
«Dart Tournament — The Jungle —
CampFireMemphis@yahoo.com —
7:30pm
10am
«Midtown Round—Up — Country
*First Saturday Club — First Congrega—
Dance Night — Crossroads —
tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —
8pm
2pm
*Fish Fry — Mystic Krewe of
Memphis United — Casablanca
Thursday, August 1st
— 5:30pm
@PFLAG — Prescott Church —
*Di Anne Price — Ciclo — 8pm

2117

Peabody

901—278—007 3

901—278— MORE
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*Drag Show — Metro — 11 pm
. »Drag Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & Jam
*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Sunday, August 4th
«Holy Trinity Community
Church — Early Worship, Adult
Study, and Holy Communion —
& Children‘s Church — (901)
320—9376 — Iam, 9:45am, and
11am
*First Congregational Church —
— Sunday School, Café Congo, and
Worship Service — (901) 278—6786 —
9:30am, 10am, and 10:30am
*Prescott Church — Sunday School &
Worship Service — (901) 327—8479 —
9:30am & 10:45am
*Living Word Christian Church —
Morning and Evening Worship
Services — (901) 276—0577 —
10am and 6pm
*All You Can Eat Dim Sum — Lilly‘s
Asian Bistro — 903 South Cooper —
(901) 276—9300 — 12noon
*Di Anne Price — Huey‘s Midtown —
4pm
*Tea Dance — Metro — 4pm

eMGLCC Elections — Holy
Trinity Community Church —
(901) 324—4297 — 6pm
*An Evening of Comedy with
Amy Boyd — Proceeds benefit
S.RILT. — Casablanca — 8pm
*Sissy Bingo — Crossroads — 8pm
*Lights Out, Everything Goes —
J—Wag‘s — 10pm
*Drag Show — Backstreet —
11:30pm
Monday, August 5th
*Feast for Friends — Sponsored by
Friends For Life — St. John‘s —
United Methodist Church —
(901) 272—0855 — 6pm
*Jackson Lambda Support
Group — Jackson, TN — Davis—
Kidd Conference Room — 6pm
*Pool Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm
* Dart Tournament — The
Pumping Station — 7:30pm
*Karaoke Night — Backstreet —
8pm
Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
10pm
*Karaoke Night — Metro — 10pm
Tuesday, August 6th
«Di Anne Price — Wang‘s Mandarin
House — 6pm
*Lesbians with Breast Cancer —
Support Group — YWCA (766
South Highland) — 7pm
_
*Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
7pm
Dart Tournament — Crossroads —
7:45pm
*Karaoke Night — J—Wag‘s — 10pm
*Karaoke Night — Metro — 10pm

Wednesday, Aug. 7th
*Taizé — First Congregational Church —
(901) 278—6786 — 6pm
«Fellowship Dinner & Christian Life
Study and Discussion — Prescott
Church — (901) 327—8479 — 6pm &
6:45
«Di Anne Price — Brooks Art Museum

— 6pm
*Fellowship Supper and Informal
Discussion — Holy Trinity
Community Church — (901)
320—9376 — 6:30pm
*Worship Service — Living Word
Christian Church — (901) 276—
0577 — 7pm
Dart Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm
*Midtown Round—Up — Country
Dance Night — Crossroads —
8pm

Thursday, August 8th
«Parents Together — Support
Group for GLBT Parents —
Holy Trinity Community
Church — (901) 320—9376 —
7pm
*Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —
Prescott Church — 7pm
«Friends and Will & Grace —
Metro — 7pm
*Dart Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
8pm
*Star Karaoke — Crossroads —
10pm
*Amateur Show — Metro —
11:30pm
f
Friday, August 9th
*First Congo Films — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —
7pm & 9pm
*Di Anne Price — Ciclo — 8pm
«Pool Tournament — Crossroads —
8pm
a
*Drag Show — Metro — 11pm
*Drag Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & 2:30am
«Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Saturday, August 10th
»2xLambda Car Wash — First
Congregational Church‘s
South Parking Lot— (901)
223—3331 — 10am
«Camp Fire USA — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 327—0438 or
CampFireMemphis@yahoo.com —

A Handy 4—Page Pull—Out
Reference to Bars, Restaurants and
Other Mid—South Resources and Events
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the Doors!
J01)/320—9576
HTCCMemphis@ aol.com
or
,
HolyTrinityMemphis.org

Sunday: 9:00 &
11:00 a.m.
Wed.: 7:00 p.m.

Holy Trinity Community Church
10am
Memphis Bears Club Night —
The Pumping Station — 10pm
*Drag Show — Metro — 11pm
Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & Jam
«Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am
Sunday, August 11th
«Holy Trinity Community
Church — Early Worship, Adult
Study, and Holy Communion
& Children‘s Church — (901)
320—9376 — Iam, 9:453m, and
11am
*First Congregational Church —
Sunday School, Café Congo, and
Worship Service — (901) 278—6786 —
9:30am, 10am, and 10:30am
*Prescott Church — Sunday School &
Worship Service — (901) 327—8479 —
9:30am & 10:45am
*Living Word Christian Church —
Morning and Evening Worship
Services — (901) 276—0577 —
10am and 6pm
*All Yow Can Eat Dim Sum — Lilly‘s
Asian Bistro — 903 South Cooper —
(901) 276—9300 — Noon
Tea Dance — Metro — 4pm
*Sissy Bingo — Crossroads — 8pm
*Lights Out, Everything Goes — _
_ J—Wag‘s— 10pm
Karaoke — Backstreet — 10pm
*Drag Show — Backstreet —
11:30pm

Monday, August 12th
*Pool Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm _
* Dart Tournament — The
Pumping Station — 7:30pm
*Karaoke Night — Backstreet —
; 8pm
*Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
10pm
Karaoke Night — Metro — 10pm
Tuesday, August 13th
*Di Anne Price — Wang‘s Mandarin
House — 6pm
Lambda Circle — First Congre—
gational Church — (901) 278—
6786 — 6:30pm
Lesbians with Breast Cancer —
Support Group — YWCA (766
South Highland) — 7pm
*Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
7pm
*Dart Tournament — Crossroads —
7:45pm
Karaoke Night — J—Wag‘s — 10pm
Karaoke Night — Metro — 10pm

*Fellowship Supper and Informal _
Discussion — Holy Trinity
Community Church — (901)
320—9376 — 6:30pm
*Worship Service — Living Word
Christian Church — (901) 276—
0577 — 7pm
«Dart Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm
«Midtown Round—Up — Country
Dance Night — Crossroads —
8pm
Thursday, Aug. 15th
Ad & Copy Deadlinefor the
September 2002 TJN
«Di Anne Price — University Club —
6:30pm
:
«Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —
Prescott Church — 7pm
«Friends and Will & Grace —
Metro — 7pm
«Dart Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
8pm
*Star Karaoke — Crossroads —
10pm
«Amateur Show — Metro —
11:30pm
Friday, August 16th
*First Congo Films — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —
7pm & 9pm
*Di Anne Price — Cielo —8pm
*»Pool Tournament — Crossroads —
8pm
+Di Anne Price — Blue Monkey —
10pm
*Drag Show — Metro — 11pm
*Drag Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & 2:30am
*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am
Saturday, August 17th
*Camp Fire USA — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 327—0438 or
CampFireMemphis@yahoo.com —
10am
*»Mirror Image — TG/TS Social &
Support Group — Holy Trinity
Community Church —
MirrorImage_TG@yahoo.com
— 8pm
'Club Night — Mystic Krewe of
Memphis United — Casablanca
— 8pm
«Di Anne Price — Ciclo — 8pm
*Tsarus Club Night — The
Pumping Station — 10pm
*Shirley Q. Liquor — Backstreet
— 11pm
*Drag Show — Metro — 11pm
«Kim Ross on stage as Diana
Ross with former Mr. Universe
Ty Nolan — Casablanca —
11:30pm
*Drag Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & Jam
«Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am

Wednesday, Aug. 14th
*Taizé — First Congregational Church —
(901) 278—6786 —6pm
«Fellowship Dinner & Christian Life
Study and Discussion — Prescott
Church — (901) 327—8479 — 6pm &
Sunday, August 18th
6:45
«Di Anne Price — Wang‘s Mandarin
«Holy Trinity Community
House= 6pm
Church — Early Worship, Adult
Page12—Triangle Journal News— August 2002

Study, and Holy Communion
& Children‘s Church — (901)
320—9376 — Iam, 9:45am, and —
11am
*First Congregational Church —
Sunday School, Café Congo, and
Worship Service — (901) 278—6786 —
~ 9:30am, 10am, and 10:30am
*Prescott Church — Sunday School &
Worship Service — (901) 327—8479 —
9:30am & 10:45am
Living Word Christian Church —
Morning and Evening Worship
Services — (901) 276—0577 —
10am and 6pm
*All You Can Eat Dim Sum — Lilly‘s
Asian Bistro — 903 South Cooper —
(901) 276—9300 — Noon
«Di Anne Price — Huey‘s Downtown —
4pm _.
*Tea Dance — Metro — 4pm
«2nd Annual Barbara Baker Bash
— Mystic Krewe of Memphis
United — Metro — 5:30pm
*Sissy Bingo — Crossroads — 8pm
*Lights Out, Everything Goes —
J—Wag‘s — 10pm
*Karaoke — Backstreet — 10pm
*Drag Show — Backstreet —
11:30pm
Monday, August 19th
«Feast for Friends — Sponsored by
Friends For Life — St. John‘s
United Methodist Church —
(901) 272—0855 — 6pm
*Pool Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm
* Dart Tournament — The
Pumping Station — 7:30pm
Karaoke Night — Backstreet —
8pm
«Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
10pm
*Karaoke Night — Metro — 10pm
Tuesday, August 20th
«AIDS Consortium Meeting — United
Way Building (Union Avenue) —
11:30am
*Di Anne Price — Wang‘s Mandarin
House — 6pm
«Integrity Worship, Dinner, and
Program — Topic: Volunteer
Opportunities — $8 — Calvary
Episcopal Church — (901) 278—
8915 or (901) 374—9484 —
6:30pm, 7pm, and 7:45pm
*Lesbians with Breast Cancer —
Support Group — YWCA (766.
South Highland) — 7pm
*Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
7pm
*Dart Tournament — Crossroads —
7:45pm
«Karaoke Night — J—Wag‘s — 10pm
Karaoke Night— Metro — 10pm
Wednesday, Aug. 21st
*Taizé — First Congregational Church —
(901) 278—6786 6pm
«Fellowship Dinner & Christian Life
Study and Discussion — Prescott
Church — (901) 327—8479 — 6pm &
6:45
,
$

«Di Anne Price — Wang‘s Mandarin
House — 6pm
Fellowship Supper and Informal
Discussion — Holy Trinity
Community Church — (901)
320—9376 — 6:30pm
"Worship Service — Living Word
Christian Church — (901) 276—
0577 — 7pm
«HIV/AIDS Support Group —
Jonesboro — 7pm
—
*»Dart Tournament — The Jungle —

The Triangle Journal
Welcome to the Triangle Journal News
Calendar. We try to provide as many upcoming AloyCircBettOth
events in the GLBT community as possible. If DabtFrier
you would like to add your event or need to
HolyLamInz &
update an existing event, please e—mail our
SafePlayStar
Calendar Editor, Angela Lamb, at
*SaMen
A__ZIOmm00ow>

Opening Wide

343530 Summer Ave.

cantsee3d@yahoo.com

7:30pm
«Midtown Round—Up — Country
Dance Night — Crossroads —
8pm
|
Thursday, Aug. 22nd
«Friends and Will & Grace —
Metro — 7pm
«Cotton Pickin Square Annual
Ice Cream Social and Member—
ship Drive — Free Ice Cream
and Introduction to Square
Dancing — Prescott Church
Fellowship Hall — 438— 2427=
7:30pm
*Dart Tournament — J—Wags—
8pm
*Star Karaoke — Crossroads —
10pm
sAmateur Show = Metro —
11:30pm
7
Friday, August 23rd
*First Congo Films — First Congrega—
tional Church < (901) 278—6786 —
7pm & 9pm
*Birdcage — Summer Film Series —
The Orphuem — 7:15pm
*The Night Larry Kramer Kissed
Me — Emerald Theatre Com—
pany — TheatreWorks — (901)
722—9302 — 8pm
f
«Di Anne Price — Ciclo — 8pm
Pool Tournament — Crossroads —
8pm
*Drag Show — Metro — 11 pm
*Drag Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & 2:30am
«Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am
Saturday, August 24th
*Camp Fire USA — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 327—0438or
CampFireMemphis@yahoocom —
10am
*The Night Larry Kramer Kissed
Me — Emerald Theatre Com—
pany — TheatreWorks — (901)

Thank You.

722—9302 — 8pm
*Di Anne Price — Ciclo — 8pm
Drag Show — Metro — 11pm
Drag Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & Jam
«Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am
*Mystic Krewe Benefit Carwash
for the Desoto Sunrise Boys &
Girls Home — 1625 Stateline
Rd., Southhaven, MS
Sunday, August 25th
*Holy Trinity Community
Church — Early Worship, Adult
~_ Study, and Holy Communion
& Children‘s Church — (901)
320—9376 — Iam, 9:45am, and
llam
*First Congregational Church—
Sunday School, Café Congo, and
Worship Service — (901) 278—6786 —
9:30am, 10am, and 10:30am
*Prescott Church — Sunday School &
Worship Service —(901) 327—8479 —
9:30am & 10:45am
Living Word Christian Church—
Morning and Evening Worship
Services — (901) 276—0577 —
10am and 6pm
*All You Can Eat Dim Sum — Lilly‘s
Asian Bistro — 903 South Cooper —
(901) 276—9300 — 12noon
*The Night Larry Kramer Kissed
Me — Emerald Theatre Com—
pany — TheatreWorks — (901)
722—9302 — 2pm
*Tea Dance — Metro — 4pm
*Brothers & Sisters Bowling
League Pre—Reglstratlon =
Cordova Bowling Center —
(901) 722—5236 or
MemphisGayBowlin@aol.com
— 5pm
*Jell—O® Shooters — Benefits
MGLCC — The Pumping
Station — (901) 324—4297 —
7pm —
*Di Anne Price — Huey‘s Downtown —
8pm

*Sissy Bingo — Crossroads — 8pm
*Lights Out, Everything Goes —
_J—Wag‘s — 10pm
Karaoke — Backstreet — 10pm
Drag Show — Backstreet —
11:30pm

Larry Timmerman

Bill Johns

Antique OHarehouse Mall
2563 Summer Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

Monday, August 26th
«Pool Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm
*
* Dart Tournament — The
Pumping Station — 7:30pm
Karaoke Night — Backstreet —
8pm
*Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
10pm
«Karaoke Night — Metro — 10pm
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Aloysius Home
Betty‘s
Circuit Playhouse
Dabbles
Friends for Life
Holy Trinity Church
Inz & Outz
Lambda Center
Playhouse on the Square
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One More
P & H Cafe* |
Pumping Station
The Jungle

_ng Cenacle
3rd Street
i
Ath Street

Safe Harbor MCC*
Star Search Video
* Safe Harbor is meeting at the
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Members of American Cut Glass Association
We Buy and Sell Estates
Support Group — YWCA (766
South Highland) — 7pm
«Pool Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
7pm
&
*Dart Tournament — Crossroads —
7:45pm
*Karaoke Night — J—Wag‘s — 10pm
*Karaoke Night — Metro — 10pm
Wednesday, Aug. 28th
*Di Anne Price — Waverly Gardens —
2:30pm
*Taizé — First Congregational Church —
(901) 278—6786 —6pm
*Fellowship Dinner & Christian Life
Study and Discussion — Prescott
Church — (901) 327—8479 — 6pm &
6:45
_*«Di Anne Price —Wang‘s Mandarin

Thursday, Aug. 29nd
»Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —
Prescott Church — 7pm
«Friends and Will & Grace —
Metro — 7pm

Cleveland St.
G)

AUNTIQMEM@AOL.COM

House — 6pm
@Fellowship Supper and Informal
Discussion — Holy Trinity
Community Church — (901)
320—9376 — 6:30pm
Worship Service — Living Word
Christian Church — (901) 276—
0577 — 7pm
:
«Dart Tournament — The Jungle —
7:30pm
«Midtown Round—Up — Country
Dance Night — Crossroads —
8pm
§

Watkins

*Dart Tournament — J—Wag‘s —
8pm
»Star Karaoke — Crossroads —
10pm
f
*Amateur Show — Metro —
11:30pm
Friday, August 30th
September TJN Due Out
*First Congo Films — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 278—6786 —
7pm & 9pm
*The Night Larry Kramer Kissed
Me — Emerald Theatre Com—
pany — TheatreWorks — (901)
722—9302 — 8pm
«Di Anne Price — Ciclo —8pm
Pool Tournament — Crossroads —
8pm
¢
Show — Metro — 11pm
Drag Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & 2:30am
«Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am
Saturday, August 31st
«Camp Fire USA — First Congrega—
tional Church — (901) 327—0438 or
CampFireMemphis@yahoo.com —
10am
*The Night Larry Kramer Kissed
Me — Emerald Theatre Com—
pany — TheatreWorks — (901)
722—9302 — 8pm
*Di Anne Price — Cielo — 8pm
Drag Show — Metro — 11pm
*Drag Show — Backstreet —
Midnight & Jam
*Drag Show — J—Wag‘s — 3:30am
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Tuesday, August 27th
«Di Anne Price — Wang‘s Mandarin
House — 6pm
*Lesbians with Breast Cancer —

(901)323—0600

———.
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Mid—South Community Resources
AM

Ou

The Gay Memphis Resources Directory is
printed as a public service, and its listings
are free. Agencies and businesses listed
herein have requested to be listed, but have
not been charged. All phone numbers are
area code 901 unless otherwise noted.
(* Indicates TIV distribution points.)
ADULT BOOKSTORES
Airport Bookmart: 2214 Brooks Rd E.
# 345—0657.
4
;
Cherokee Adult Book Store: 2947 Lamar
# 744—7494,
Fantasy Warehouse I*:791—793 North
White Station — 683—9649
Executive South* — 1847 E. Brooks Rd.
# 345—0825
Fantasy Warehouse #4* — 2532 N. Watkins
— = 358—8642
Getwell Book Mart: 1275 Getwell
® 454—7765,
s
Paris Adult Entertainment Center: 2432
Summer # 323—2665.
Tammy‘s # 2: 2220 East Brooks Rd
= 396—9050.
Tammy‘s # 3: 1617 Getwell
Rd
® 744—4513.
Tammy‘s # 4: 5937 Summer Ave.
# 373—5760.
BARS / RESTAURANTS
ackstreet*: 2018 Court Street
# 276—5522.
Bogie‘s Delicatessen: 2098 La Salle Place
# 272—0022.
Bourbon Street Cafe: (In the French
Quarter Suites)*, 2144 Madison # 728—
4000.
Buns on the Run*: 2150 Elzey Ave. 38104
# 278—2867 (278—BUNS).
—
Casablanca*: 2865 Walnut Grove Road. —
323—6386
Crossover: 851 Island Road, Columbus,
MS # 601—327—0942.
Crossroads*: 1278 Jefferson # 276—8078.
Crossroads II*: 111 N. Claybrook
# 274—8655.
J—Wags*: 1268 Madison # 725—1909.
Lilly‘s Asian Bistro*: 903 South Cooper
w 276—9300.
Lorenz/AfterShock*: 1528 Madison # 274—
8272.
Madison Flame*: 1588 Madison
= 278—9839.
j
Mélange: 948 South Cooper # 276—0002.
Metro Memphis*: 1349 Autumn
# 274—8010.
%
N—cognito*: 338 South Front # 523—0599.
One More*: 2117 Peabody # 278—MORE
(6673).
Overstuffed Deli & Caterers: 3003 Airways
Blvd. #701.#= 396—1969, 3727 South
Mendenhall = 362—2989, 7716 Poplar
Ave., Germantown # 757—1212.
P & H Cafe*: 1532 Madison Ave.
# 274—9794,
3
Pumping Station*: 1382 Poplar Ave.
# 272—7600.
Rumors*: 637 Hwy 145 South, Shannon,
MS = 601—767—9500.
The Jungle*: 1474 Madison # 278—4313.
The.Other Side*: 3883 Highway 45 North,
Jackson, TN # 1—901—668—3749.
CARDS & GIFTS
Inz & Outz*: 553
South Cooper
# 728—6535.
GGS Gourmet: # 278—6218 or on the web
at GGSGourmet.com
CARPET CARE / CLEANING SERVICES
‘s Cleaning Service: # 726—4211.
King‘s Kleaning Service: Home or Office
# 745—3300.
Lee‘s Carpet Care: Commercial or
Residential, 24—hr. service, free estimates
# 327—6165.
COMMUNITY GROUPS
ult
Children of
Alcoholics:
A):
Memphis Lambda Center # 276—7379.
Al—Anon (Co—dependency): Memphis
. Lambda Center = 276—7379.
Alliance: Leather/levi club » Box 42174,
Memphis 38174.
Aloysius Home, Inc.: (See Friends for Life).
American Gay Atheists (AGA) Memphis:
Box 41371, Memphis 38174—1371.
Aphrodite: 3430 Summer Ave, Memphis
38122.
BGALA (Students for Bisexual, Gay &

Lesbian Awareness): BGALA c/o Office
of Greek Affairs, Box 100, U of M
38152, email: bgala@cc.memphis.edu.
# 729—3915.
Bluff City Sports Association: Box 41803,
Memphis 38174—1803 # 726—4342, email:
memphisgaysoftball@yahoo.com .
Brothers & Sisters Bowling League:
@ 465—4371 — Richard Andrews.
Cotton Pickin‘ Squares: Gay/Lesbian
Square Dance Club » Meets Thurs.,
Prescott Memorial Baptist Church » 2298
Elzey, Memphis 38104 = 272—2116.
Crossroads: African American Gay men‘s
motivation/support/social group. Meets 1st
& 2nd Fridays. Conrad R. Pegues, 1902
Freemont Ave., Memphis 38114,
crpegues @aol.com.
4F; Leather/Levi group « 698 Pope Dr.,
Bartlett 38112.
First Congregational Church: Worship
Service: Sun. 9 & 10:30 am, Wed. 6 pm »
1000 South Cooper = 278—6786.
First Presbyterian Church: Sun. School,
9:30 am; Coffee & fellowship, 10:30 am;
Worship, 11 am « 166 Poplar = 525—
5619.
Friends For Life—HIV Resources: HIV/
AIDS Service Organization » 1384
Madison, Memphis 38104 # 272—0855 or
# 278—AIDS.
—
Holy Trinity Community Church*: Worship
Service: Sun. 9 & 11 am; Bible study:
Wed.
7
pm;
3430 Summer
# 320—9376.
Integrity Memphis: Meets the 3rd Tues.,
Healing Service/Eucharist, 6pm; Dinner,
6:45pm, $4; Meeting 7:30pm» c/o Calvary
Episcopal Church, 102 N. 2nd
# 525—6602.
Into The Light (Women‘s AA): Memphis
Lambda Center # 276—7379.
Jackson Lambda Support Group:
Memphis Lambda Center = 901—427—1500
for information.
Living Word Christian Church: Worship
Service Sun. 10 am & 6pm, Wed. 7 pm ®
2489 Broad Aver 452—6272
Loving Arms (Services for HIV+ Women
& Their Children): Shelia Tankersley,
P.O. Box 3368, Memphis, TN 38173 #
725—6730.
Memphis Area Gay Youth (MAGY): PO
Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124 # 335—
MAGY for info; website:www.geocities.
com.westhqllywood/1772/.
Memphis Bears Club: 1066 Wrenwood,
Memphis 38122 = 323—4773, e—mail:
info@memphisbears.com, website:
www.memphisbears.com.
Memphis Center for Reproductive Health:
1462 Poplar Ave # 274—3550.
Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community
Center (MGLCC): Box 41074, Memphis
38174 # 324—4297.
Memphis Lambda Center*: Meeting place
for 12—step recovery programs * 1488
Madison # 276—7379, 726—6293,
527—1461, or 327—3676.
Memphis Lesbian & Gay Coalition for
Justice: Box 241363, Memphis 38124 e—
mail: Igc} @ gaymemphis.com, web page:
http://www.gaymemphis.com/lge).
Memphis Pride, Inc.: Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, & Transgendered Pride Events
+ Box 111265, Memphis 38111
# 32—PRIDE, e—mail: MphsPride@ aol.com.
Memphis TransGender Alliance: TV/TS
support group ® c/o Barbara Jean Jasen,
Box 11052, Memphis, TN 38111—0052.
Mystic Krewe of Memphis United:
41 S. Century, Memphis, 38111.
www.geocities.com/mardigrasmemphis
National Organization for Women (NOW):
#
578—3286
or
e—mail
at
memphisnow @hotmail.com.
New Beginnings (Adult Children of
Alcoholics): Memphis Lambda Center
# 276—7379 or 454—1414.
Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians
& Gays (P—FLAG): Box 172031, Memphis
38187—2031 # 761—1444.
Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays
(P—FLAG): Jackson, TN 38305
# 1—901—664—6614 for information, e—mail:
burtren@aeneas.com
Phoenix AA Memphis Lambda Center
# 454—1414.
Safe Harbor MCC: 1488 Madison Ave.,

Page 14—Triangle Journal News — August 2002

Chapel # 458—0501.
washington @lpl.com.
Southern Country Memphis: Country
FLORISTS
Western Dance Club.
Botanica: 937 S. Cooper, = 274—5767, 1—
Southern Sisters: Support group for
800—769—5767, fax: 274—5688.
_
transexual women (male to female)
Park East Florist: 6005 Park # 761—2980.
# 728—4297, 7:30—11 pm for referral.5
GRAPHICS/PHOTOGRAPHY
Stonewall Mission Church: A Progressive _
ABC/A2Z:
Digital
Photography/
Christian Church» Sun. Service 6:30 p.m.,
Videography. By Appointment = 377—
— meets at the Center, 103 Berry Rd.,
7701.
Nashville, TN 37204 # (615) 269—3480.
Graffiti Graphics: 1985 Madison #7
Sunshine Travelers: Meets every other
# 278—5002.
Tuesday at 7 pm at The Jungle,
It‘s Done!: Typing, word processing/printing
= 788—4PLA (4752)
service—resumés, thesis, manuscripts, etc.
Tennessee Leather Tribe: Gay men‘s/
# 795—4308.
women‘s leather org. 1568 Rolling Hills
Printers Ink: Box 11485,—0485 # 454—1411.
Dr., Memphis, TN 38127—5409
# 357—1921.
RK Photo: Black & white photography,
The Mid—Towners Bowling League:
processing & printing services. Full color
post card advertising. Call # 452—2766 or
# 323—3111 — Linda Etherton, 342—4630 —
James Bailey.
e—mail; btag69a @ prodigy.com.
See—S: Portraits & photography # 327—3760.
Tsarus: Leather—Levi club « Box 41082,
Memphis 38174—1082.
HELP & INFORMATION LINES
Univ. of Miss. Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
Affirmation: # (708) 733—9590. —
Assoc.: GLBA, PO Box 3541, Univ., MS
AIDS Switchboard: # 278—AIDS.
38677 =— 662—915—7049, email:
Gay & Lesbian Helpline: = 1—888—340—
glba@olemiss.edu, website: http://
GLBT (Mon.—Fri., 5—10pm, Sat.—Sun., 4—
www.olemiss.edu/orgs/glba.
9pm).
UT—Martin ALLIES: Campus and
Gay & Lesbian Hotline: # 1—800—285—7431
community. Alternate Weds. 5 p.m. Info
(24 hr. help & information for Lesbians,
131F Humanities Bldg., Martin 38238,
Gays, transvestites & transexuals).
neilg@utm.edu # 587—7301.
Gay & Lesbian Youth Hotline: = 1—800—
WAC (Woman‘s Action Coalition): PO
347—TEEN (Thu.—Sun., 7pm—11:45pm.).
Box 1203, 3566 Walker, Memphis 38111
Gay & hesbian Switchboard: # 324—GAYS
= 678—3339.
* 24—hrs.
Human Rights Campaign: = 327—2677,
jmaynard2 @ earthlink.net
COUNSELING SERVICES
LINC: # 725—8895.
Alive Memphis! A Holistic Healing Center,
_
Memphis Sexual Assault Resource
www.alivememphis.com, Individual &
Center: # 272—2020
Couples Therapy, EMDR, Radiant Heart
Narcotics Anonymous: # 276—LIVE.
Therapy. = 372—2991, Susan Taranto;
Peer Listening: Youth—staffed GLBT youth
372—2593, Carol Schlicksup.
hotline (Mon.—Fri., 3—9pm) # 1—800—399—
Eric
Cassius,
L.P.C.,
C.H.T.:
PEER.
Hypnotherapy, Individual, Group,
Suicide & Crisis Intervention:
Adolescent, Couples & Family Counseling.
# 274—7477,
Sliding scale fee available. # 685—5491
Transvestite—Transexual National
for appointment.
lélotl)ine: # (617) 899—2212 (8—2am, Mon.—
Joel Chapman, PhD: 1000 S. Cooper #
at.).
844—4357.
Kent D. Fisher, LPC, BCSAC: Group &
LEGAL SERVICES
Individual Therapy # 458—7164.
Wayne C. Gulledge, Attorney at Law:
Gary Gardia, M.Ed., LCSW: Midtown
4673 Highway 51, N., Senatobia, Miss.
location; grief, loss; Lesbian,Gay &
38668 # (662) 562—0030 phone & fax.
transgender; individuals, couples
David Hooper, Attorney at Law: 1870
# 527—1098.
Union Ave # 274—6824.
Anne S. Gillis, MS: Individual, couple &
Deborah K. Brooks, Attorney at Law: 200
family counseling, rebirthing # 761—3435.
Jefferson Ave. = 529—8888.
Patricia Goshorn, M.Ed.: Licensed
Susan Mackenzie, Attorney at Law: 266
Psychological Counselor e Simmons,
So. Front St., Ste. 206 # 527—7701.
Kelman & Assoc., 3960 Knight Arnold Rd,
Robert Ross, Attorney at Law: 100 N.
Ste 316 = 369—6050.
Main, Ste 3310 # 525—0417.
Cliff Heegel, PhD: Licensed Psychologist
Jocelyn D. Wurzburg, Attorney at Law:
Centerpoint, 5180 Park Ave. Ste 150
5118 Park , Ste 232, = 684—1332.
# 767—1066.
Jason O. Young, Jr., Attorney at Law:
Sheridan Lambe, LCSW: Individual &
147 Jefferson, Ste 806, = 728—4000.
Couple Counseling, # 761—9178.
LODGING
Rhonda Manning Hidaji, LCSW: Individual
French Quarter Suites*: 2144 Madison
& Couples. Goal—Oriented Gestalt &
# 523—8912.
Integrative Psychotherapy, Sliding Fee
Hampton Inn & Suites: 962 S. Shady
Scale, Germantown/Cordova area
Grove, Group Sales—Events Coordinator:
# 757—7706.
E. Ryan Dougherty = 762—0056.
Joseph Robert Pfeiffer, LCSW:
The King‘s Cottage: Newly renovated, 87—
# 578—9107.
f
89 Clark Place, Midtown Memphis
M. Todd Puckett, MS, LPC: Personal
# 722—8686, www.thekingscottage.com.
Enhancement Coaching. « 5050 Poplar
Ave., Suite 2400 # 844—6228.
MASSAGE SERVICES
J. Kent Usry, CMSW, MAC: Individual &
ABC A Bodywise Company Guesthouse:
couples; grief, trauma & addictions
Relaxing therapeutic, full—body massage/
counseling. Sliding scale fee. = 491—8632.
sports massage. By appointment. # 377—
Kathryn T. Vullo, PhD: Licensed Clinical
7701.
Psychologist, LLC +8590 Farminton Blvd.,
Massage by Jim: # Pager 541—0579.
Ste. 3,G‘twn, 670 Colonial Rd., Ste. 1,
Tom Pitman: Rejuvenating full—body
Mphs. = 848—6666, www.inter—
massage by appointment. # 761—7977.
personalnet.com.
MEDIA
DENTAL SERVICES
Family & Friends: Free monthly magazine
illram N. Castle, D.D.S.:
Dentist « 79
* Box 771948, Memphis 38177—1948,
North Cooper # 685—5008.
# 682—2669, Fax: 685—2234, email:
FamilyMag@aol.com, http://members.
FINANCIAL SERVICES
aol.com/familymag/homepage.html.
Ronnie Bingham, CPA: Taxes, accounting,
Recovery Times: Free monthly newspaper
estate planning # 753—1413.
focusing on addictions & recovery.
Donald Morgan Bookkeeping and Tax
Distributed in Memphis, Jackson, &
Service: 3340 Poplar Ave.,Ste 305
Nashville TN # (901) 377—7963.
# 458—0152.
Triangle Journal News: Free monthly
Karen B. Shea: Financial Consultant, Smith
newspaper published by Printers Ink *
Barney Inc., 1661 International Dr., Ste.
Box 11485, Memphis, 38111—0485
200 # 818—4134, 800—227—4146, fax: 818—
# 454—1411, Fax: 454—1411 *51, email:
4233.
memphisTJN@aol.com, website: http://
Sarah A. Washington: investment Advisor
www.memphistrianglejournal.com.
# 466—3588, website: www.lpl.com/
sarah.washington, e—mail: sarah.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
Antique Warehouse*: 2563 Summer
# 323—0600.
Balnea Blue Hair Salon: 2111 Madison #
726—0090.
Bereavement Express: A unique way to
express your sympathy to family, friends,
co—workes, clients. # 578—9107;
www.LandscapesPublishing.com
Dabbles Hair Co.: 19 N. Cooper
# 725—0521.
David Gairhan: A/C, refrigeration &
appliance repair # 274—7011.
Girls Work: Incudes: House Doctors,
Intimate Occasions, Lunch to Go,
BasketGrams & Everyday Services #
276—1935, email: griswrk@hotmail.com,
http://www. webspawner.com/users/
girlswork/index. html.
Have Bar Will Travel: Bartending for private
functions »Lisa Gray (The Peabody Hotel)
# 726—5910.
Bob Hughes, EdD: Yoga, relaxation &
meditation classes # 682—0855. .
Bonnie‘s Doggie Day Care: 885 S. Cooper,
# 726—1300.
Lavender Earth*: 852 S. Cooper,
= 272—2853.
Love Song Greeting Cards: Specializing
in greeting cards forlovers only » P.O. Box
676, Horn Lake, MS 38637—2165.
Betty‘s Amsterdam: 806 South Cooper. #
274—5336.
McPherson Appliance Clinic: Sales,
service & repair, Heating & A/C. » 1447
National, = 327—6887, 327—7395.
Midtown Galleries & Auction, Inc.*:
Antiques, Art, Painted & Unusual
Furnishings » 2228 Central # 725—0049.
Midtown House Cleaning Service: 15yr.
exp., ref., onsight est., « # 274—0281
evenings or weekends.
Paggios for Hair Salon: Larry Delancey,
stylist = 274—3944.
Pet Care Unlimited: Pet sitting and/or house
sitting by competent, caring couple =
726—6198.
Enrica Ramey: Insurance Memphis
# Business: 377—1075, e—mail:
EnricaRamey@aol.corp.
Star Search Video*: 1411 Poplar Ave
# 272—STAR.
TNT Painting: Tom Rowe & Trent Gatewood
# 481—7900.
Tom Webb Ins.: Insuring in the Gay and —
Lesbian Community, 4646 Poplar
# 682—2170.
Vantek: Internet Services * Box 11187,
Memphis 38111—0187 = 324—4999,
e—mail: viadmin @ vantek.net.
www.
tarts Now.com:
. Professional magicians, live animals,
clowns, balloon artists, face painter, DJs,
pony rides & illusionists—fund raisers
# 358—7258—Nicholas Toombs.
REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Russell Armstrong, Developer, Looney
Developments: 194 Looney Ave. # 525—
3044.
Brian Clanton, The Carter Group: 1908
Exeter, Ste. 2, Germantown # 753—7222,
458—3852. —
Joanna Johnson, Realtor, Clay Johnson
Realty: 757—B West Poplar Ave.
# 853—0237.
Gienn Moore, Broker, Owner, Woodland
Realty: = 377—1057.
Darian Porter, Affiliate Broker, The Carter
Group: 1908 Exeter, Ste. 2, Germantown
# 753—7222, 278—4079.
Steve Solomon, Broker, Sowell &
Company: 54 S. Cooper = 278—4380.
Randy Wilder, Affiliate Broker, Sowell &
Company: 54 S. Cooper # 278—4380.
TRAVEL
Great American Cruises, Inc.: Cruise
Travel Agency, Sherman Perkins, 52 N.
Second # 525—5302.
Travel Customized by Jean Morris:
Member International Gay & Lesbian
Travel Association # 465—2936.
TJN IS ALSO DISTRIBUTED
AT THESE LOCATIONS
Circuit Playhouse: 1705 Poplar Ave.
# 726—5521..
Memphis and Shelby County Public
Library: 3030 Poplar Ave. # 725—8800.

NC Paper Stands by Plan to
Announce Gay Civil
By Margaret Lillard
Associated Press Writer

Unions

editorial published July 21, the
same day the announcement ran.
It was placed on a page facing
RALEIGH,. N.C. (AE) —
the one that carried notes on wed—
Among the newlyweds, sweet:
dings, engagements and anniversa—
hearts and longtime husbands and
ries and was included in the
wives
smiling
from
The
newspaper‘s similar online listings.
Fayetteville Observer‘s Sunday
In the ensuing week, reader re—
wedding listings, one couple stood
sponse has been "a little bit two—
out.
headed," Broadwell said.
Two bearded, bespectacled
"Locally, based on the calls I‘ ve
men, one in yarmulke and prayer gotten and local letters, it obviously
. shawl, the otherin a tuxedo, stood offended a number of people, so
side—by—side in a photograph under it‘s probably generally negative,"
the banner "Civil Union."
he said. "I have gotten a lot of e—
Richard Jernigan and John mail lately, nationally and other—
Nitzsche were like most. North wise, that‘s very positive,
Carolina couples in wanting to an— applauding the move."
nounce their recent celebration.
The newspaper serves the
The unusual aspect was that the state‘s sixth—largest city and other
local paper was willing to run news communities neighboring Fort
of a homosexual union.
Bragg and Pope Air Force Base.
Publisher Charles Broadwell
Broadwell, whose family has
said the Observer tries "tobe sen— owned the Observer since: 1923,
sitive to community standards. We said he respected the complaints of
alsotry to promote tolerance," and readers, seven of whom have can—
refusing to run the item would have celed their subscriptions.
been "hypocritical or even dis—
But he said the newspaper will
criminatory."
run similar announcements in the
"At the heart of the matter we future on two conditions: that the
had this: Two local men were ~ umion is officially recognized by a
united in a ceremony in the only government and that at least one
state — Vermont — that recog— member of the couple is from the
nizes such unions," he wrote in an area.

1382

Poplar Avenue ~ 901.272.7600

~ Serving Liquor By The Drink
~
~ Featuring Over 60 Differen
t Beers ~

NolanMeoholic Beverages —
[ppsa —]

s

Join us for cocktails &

Manda);f Friday
Happy Hour alel =)e
$1.75 Domestics

Saturdayﬁunefay
3p — 3a

tapas

Tapas until 1:00 am
M-L’Jar open 5pm — Jam
Serving dinner nightlg 5:50pm ~ 10:30pm

reservations are recommended.
948 S COOPER e MEMPHIS, TN * 38104,
901.276 (eT eTe Sel
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Recognize
Domestic.Partnerships Sees —
Drop in Registrants .
ST. LOUIS (AP) —— AInterest—in a five, — menand—three
heterosexual couples — have
made their relationship official.

St.

Louis

Program to

«»—year—old ‘city program allowing couples to
register as domestic partners has declined,
Although domestic partnership registries
~ and some in the gay community wonder if tend to be more popular with gay couples,
it‘s because the program isn‘t that well the St. Louis registry is among several open
known.
to unmarried heterosexual couples.
When the largely symbolic program
Out of the 135 partnerships, 27 were of—
started 33 couples signed up. But last year ficially terminated within five years — about
there were only 13 registrations — a tiny 20 percent. That‘s the same percentage of
number compared to the 3,282 marriage li— terminations in five years as traditional male—
censes registered in the city during 2001.
female marriages, according to a 2001 study
Rolf Rathmann, a single gay St. Louisan from the Centers for Disease Control and
who helps organize the annual St. Louis Prevention.
Pride parade, said fewer people are aware of
St. Louis is among 48 cities, six counties
the program compared to five years ago.
and two states that offer domestic partner—
"I think the lack of participation may have ship programs, according to the Human
to do with the lack of knowledge about what Rights Campaign.
the partnership means and a mutual respon—
Signing up is simple. A couple goes to
sibility of the city and the community to do the City Hall registrar‘s office, providing
a better job educating our own," Rathmann proof of their identification and that they live
told the St. Louis Post—Dispatch.
at the same address, then sign a document.
Manda and Lisa Chessor signed up as To terminate the partnership registration both
official partners in February 1998 after eight partners must send a letter.
years of unofficial partnership. They got the
Registered couples get visitation rights
certificate for symbolic and practical reasons awarded to immediate family at St. Louis hos—
— they wanted hospital visitation rights in pitals and prisons. They can also apply for
case one of them got sick, andalso wanted health insurance coverage in companies that
to be an official family.
offer domestic partner benefits. But it doesn‘t
Since the city‘s domestic partnership reg— allow registrants to file taxes as a couple or
istry opened in March 1997, only 135 receive almost any of the benefits awarded
couples — 69 pairs of women, 63 pairs of those with an official marriage certificate.

© 2000 MSCI

Free Ice Cream Social
and Introduction to Square Dancing

Thurs., Aug. 22 at 7:30pm

Prescott Church Fellowship Hall
(499 Patterson — near U of M)

Additional information call 438—2427
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all. The music channel is negotiat— drama that propelled these dykons
ing with detoxed diva Liza into history as the first female band
Deep Inside
Minnelli and her hubby, music im— — to reach No. 1 on the charts with
presario David Gest, for a new re— original material
II
é
ality show.. Liza‘s ~swank
"$
LOLLTWOOD:
The importance of —
Manhattan digs — which the new—
lyweds are currently in the process —
Being Versatile _
‘of redecorating — will be the base
If you were worried that Rupert
— of operations for the new show, in
. oye remantem |
Everett,thethinking gay man‘s
which cameras will "explore" the —
—A Jolly Roger for Depp
‘heartthrob,.would be consigned to
Gests‘
private lives. Does that.
—12 songs for the show. Openly gay —
doing Oscar Wilde comedies for
; McKellen Has a .
Lanky leading man Johnny
Broadway director Robert Jess Depp will be breaking out his eye: mean we‘re gonnahave to follow the restof his career, never fear. —
Religious Experience
Roth(Beauty and the Beast) is also patch to portray Jack, the lead buc— them into the bedroom ... or to the Everett starts workthis fall on A
Trish director Neil Jordan of The
attached to the project, which may caneer, in Pirates ofthe Caribbean, plastic surgeon‘s office? Will Different Loyalty, a film based on
Jacko (the groom‘s best man) show
Crying Game fame has just added
get its first reading this fall.
<the true story of ‘60s superspy Kim
an action—packed Disney flick
up for dinner? And will Gest actu—
Sir Ian McKellen to the cast of his
Philby, who infiltrated British In—
based on the legendary (but some—
ally appear on camera without
lavish period pic Borgia, set to roll
telligence
for the Commies before
what
cheesy)
theme—park
ride.
Playing the King,
makeup? You can bet Elton — and
before cameras this October.
ultimately
defecting to the Soviet
Playing
opposite
Depp
will
be
Not the Queen
his gaydar — will be tuned in.
McKellen, who most recently
Union. Lesbian fave Sharon Stone
Geoffrey Rush as Captain Black—
played Gandalf, the lovable wizard
Patrick Stewart is trading in his
has just signed on to co—star as
heart. The skimpy plot involves a
of Lord of the Rings, will show his
Starfleet uniform for royal robes.
Greenlight for the
Philby‘s adoring wife. No word on
daring hostage rescue, an ancient
sinister side when he portrays
The former Captain Picard is pro—
when this one hits the screens. But
Go—Gos
curse, and oh yeah, lots of pirates.
Rodrigo de Borgia, the infamous
ducing and starring in a Showtime
The film is rumored to take place
Break out your turquoise plas— if you need an Everett fix soon,
patriarch of Italy‘s first crime fam—
remake of the 1968 Oscar—winning
in the present day with the pirates tic jewelry, Vidal Sassoon mousse, he‘ll be lending his dreamy voice
ily, who bought the papacy and
film The Lion in Winter. Anthony
caught in some sort of time warp. and nylon mesh tank top, because — (which always makes my crumpets
became Pope Alexander VI in
Hopkins and Timothy Dalton both
Gore Verbinski, whose past cred— the Go—Gos have scored their own crumble) to an animated kiddie fea—
1492. Who knew that job was for
made their film debuts in Lion,
its include The Mexican, is direct— TV biopic. The classic sex, drugs, ture — Nickelodeon‘s The Wild
sale? Delightfully devilish Chris—
portraying 12th—century characters
ing. Filming starts this October, but and rock—‘n‘ —roll ‘80s girl band will Thornberrys, set to release this
tina Ricci will portray Borgia‘s
(Richard the Lionhearted and
Pirates won‘t sail onto the big be getting the full—on rags—to—riches December.
Philip II of France, respectively)
devious daughter Lucrezia, and
screen until next summer.
treatment from ABC next season.
Ewan McGregor co—stars as his il—
with homo desires. In the remake,
The
script is being written by Annie
legitimate son Cesare. Budgeted at
Stewart takes on the role of King
de
Young
and Max Enscoe, who
Gest
Who‘s
Coming
$55 million, Borgia should be any—
Henry II (played in the first film
made
Romeo‘s
heart sing with their
to Dinner
thing but boring when it hits the—
by Peter O‘Toole), who had to de—
so—wrong—it‘s—right
Facts of Life
aters.
f
cide which of his scheming sons
VH1, anxious to cash in on suc—
would inherit the throne of En— cess of sister network MTV‘s reunion movie last year. Although
gland. Tony and Emmy winner smash—hit reality series, The there‘s no casting yet, ABC swears
You Redid What?
Glenn Close is perfectly cast as Osbournes, has entered discussions on its last case of blue eyeliner that
The Discovery Channel will
Henry‘s wily wife, Eleanor of for the creepiest copycat series of the story will faithfully document
unveil a new home decorating
all the drug use and interpersonal

0.0.0.000006

Aquitaine, but she‘s got big shoes
to fill — Katharine Hepburn won
an Oscar for the role in the origi—
nal movie. No word on who will
play the two queer royals, but
Romeo wouldn‘t mind seeingJer—
emy Northam and Colin Farrell
ogle each other.

show this fall, Surprise by Design.
Co—hosted by Rebecca Cole (who
was a fundraiser for gay organiza—
tions before she became a designer)
and openly gay Robert Verdi, the
show is a thinly veiled knock—off
of one of Romeo‘s favorite guilty
pleasures, TLC‘s runaway hit

Memphis‘ Fun
Card & Gift Shop

Trading Spaces. In Surprise by
Design, family members or friends
submit photos of an unsuspecting
loved one‘s room, explaining why

INZ & OLITZ

the co—hosts should swoop in and
make the design "don‘t" into a de—
sign "do." Discovery is currently

As other denominations

looking for potential subjects (aka
"victims") for upcoming shoots.

04
(901) 728—6535~
CARDS, GIFTS & NOVELTY ITEMS
FOR EVERY OCCASION >
Memphis, TN 38 1

tell you, "No,"

Check out their online application
if you have a relative who deserves

553 S. Cooper

we continue to proclaim

to be embarrassed on cable TV.

a joyous "YES!"
Stage Set for Sex
First The Full Monty, then The
Producers — can the sound of
music work for queer writer slash
director Don Roos, too? Roos‘
1998 dark comedy The Opposite of

First Congregational
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sex is the latest hit film with a mu—
sical version in the works. The fea—

An Open and Affirming Church

ture starred Christina Ricci as
DeeDee, a teenager from Louisiana
who moves in with her homo half—

celebrating the image of God in every person
and the sacred value ofevery human life

brother, then immediately moves in
on his lover — and, of course,
wacky antics ensue. Now the dys—

Come and visit us in our new location

functional family drama is being

in the Cooper—Young neighborhood!

reworked into musical—theater for—

1000 South Cooper

mat by off—Broadway composer
Douglas Cohen (No Way to Treat
a Laly), who has already written

Worship Sundays at 10: 30
www.firstcongo.com

Your Locally Gay Owned & Operated 1
_——Pride Merchandise Headquarters

s
*.‘

Monday—Saturday 10 a.m.—6 p.m. *
Sunday 1—6 p.m.
**p

Classes at 9:30 a.m.
278—6786 —
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...MGLCC

Maniacs...

for a great season!
"J_
F

The

Maniacs

Memphis

GEM

Gay

—

are proudly sponsored

and

Gay

Hollice

Lesbian

Community

Employees

Johnson

by:

Center

of Medtronic

Beauty

Salon

will count the votes. After all votes
have been counted, the Election
Chair Angela Lamb will announce
the new Board of Directors. After
allowed to attend the Annual Meet—
the announcement, the meeting will
ing. An eligible member is defined
be adjourned.
as anyone who has paid annual
In order to enter Holy Trinity to
dues, became a 500 Club member,
cast your votes, please bring a form
or joined the Benefactor Club by
of picture identification with you,
June 20.
§
such as a driver‘s license or school
This election year begins with
ID. Anyone without a picture ID
the newly revised by—laws regard—
will not be allowed to enter the
ing
election
building (and therefore not allowed
terms of officers
to vote).
in effect. The ex—
Please note that any proxy bal—
ecutive mem—
lot not accounted for by 5 p.m. on
bers,
which
Sun.. Ane 4 2002 will he enaneid—
10s A oat
sa
£3 ez vae ory
nR
inciuge me presi=~
ered invalid.
dent, vice presi—
If you have any questions re—
dent, secretary,
garding the elections, feel free to
and treasurer,
contact the election chair, Angela
will now be
Lamb (268—4675), or the election
elected to two—
secretary, Miki Zulewski (726—
year terms. Elec—
4211).
tions for the
positions
of
Car Wash
president and

The Community Corner
By Angela Lamb
MGLCC Treasurer

Redbirds Game
We had about 20 people turn—
out for the "Redbirds on theRoof:
top." We sponsored a rooftop party
at the Down— _
town YMCA on
Sat., July 20 as
our way of say—
ing "thank you
for supporting
us throughout .
this past year." _
We enjoyed the
game against
Tacoma which
the
Redbirds
won 1—0.

m
Softball
Team
C
fu
tions

to

a

the

§

F
community center

MGLCC Mani—
acs. This was the
first season this team has played
and it is doing a great job. The
Community Center is very proud
of it. We hope to have a team again
next year. The Maniacs are sched—
uled to play Sundays, July 28 and
Aug. 4, which is a make—up game
for the rain—out on July 14, at Tobey
«Fields (corner of Hollywood and
_ Central).
Elections
The Memphis Gay and Lesbian
Community Center (MGLCC) will
hold its yearly elections of the
Board of Directors during its An—
nual Meeting scheduled for Sun.,
Aug. 4, at 6 p.m. at Holy Trinity
Community Church, 3430 Summer
Ave.
Only eligible members will be

secretary will
take place in
even numbered
years and the
vice preosidem
and

treasurer

will be elected in
odd numbered years. The rest ofthe
board, which includes seven mem—

bers—at—large, will still be elected
annually. Since these by—laws are
new, all 11 positions are open for
election this year.
—
The schedule for this year‘s
election is as follows: The doors of
Holy Trinity will be unlocked at 6
p.m. and only eligible members
will be allowed to enter to cast their
votes. After voting, members can
either leave or go to the sanctuary
to await the announcement of the
newly elected officers. The election
will end promptly at 6:30 p.m. at
which time the doors of Holy Trin—
ity will be locked to prevent any—
one from entering the building.
After the last vote is cast, the Ob—
servation Committee, which will
oversee the entire election process,

Mark your calendar for Sat.,
Aug. 10, and make sure your car is
dirty that day. 2xLambda is hav—
ing a car wash from 10 a.m. to 4
p..m in the south parking lot of First
Congregational Church, 1000
South Cooper.
First Congo has generously do—
nated its parking lot and water for
the car wash.
a
All money raised will directly
benefit 2xLambda by helping with
the purchase of new group T—shirts
and funding a trip to Arkansas for
Eureka Springs‘ Diversity Celebra—
tion in November.
Birdcage at the
Orpheum
As part of its Summer Movie

Some ofthepeople
who attended the
rooftop party at the
downtown YMCA
to
view
the
Redbirds game 0,
July 20,
Series, the Orpheum Theatre will

and eventually gets his "kiss" from

pbe—showing Birdcage, the gay—
themed comedy with Robin Will—
iams and Nathan Lane, on Fri.,
Aug. 23. The Orpheum has gener—
ously offered MGLCC an informa—
tional table in the lobby to
distribute information about the
organization and our upcoming
events.

acclaimed ‘playwright Larry ‘_
Kramer after seeing a production
of The Normal Heart. (See story on
page 4)
§
—
ETC is doing a benefit perfor—
mance for the Community Center
as its closing show, Sun., Sept. 1
at 2 p.m. Half of the proceeds from
that particular performance will
benefit MGLCC. So make plans to
join us for the closing show. You
get to see great independent theatre
and donate to a worthy cause at the
same time.

The Night Larry Kramer
Kissed Me
Emerald Theatre Company will
be presenting The Night Larry
Kramer Kissed Me as its opening
production for the new season. The
show will be at TheatreWorks,
2085 Monroe Ave., from Aug. 23
through Sept. 1. Showtimes are
Fridaysand Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sunday matinees at 2pm.
In nine interconnected scenes,
viewers follow a campy, honest
and oftentimes jarringly frank jour—
ney that depicts the gay male ex—
perience. Starting from the age
of 6, wemeetthe sole character as
he witnesses a community theatre
production of West Side Story, ex—
periences his first date with a boy

Trust Fund
The MGLCC Building Fund
has been movedto a secure ac—
count at the Community Founda—
tion of Greater Memphis. We
opened a trust fund specifically
for the building fund, something
we have been researching for
some time now.
Donations for the building —
fund can be made directly to the
Community Foundation (desig—
nated for the MGLCC Building
Fund) or to MGLCC. As of July
19, there is $71,612 in the fund.
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24 Hours a Day
Computer Voice—Mail and Live Operator
Information for
Memphis—area GayClubs, Organizations,
Counselors, Nightclubs, Restaurants and more!
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The History of Asking and Telling
The controversial issue of gays
and lesbians serving in the U.S.
military didn‘t start with Bill
Clinton, although his admini—
stration‘s policies escalated it to a
new. level of importance and ur—
gency. _
Before World War I, the mili—
tary had no set policy regarding
gays and lesbians serving in its
ranks, but discharges for homo—
sexual conduct occurred nonethe—
less. After the war, with the
nrnlifer'mon of nevehalagical «+4
SUuu—
ies on sexual “mversron " the Ar—
ticles of War added consensual
sodomy as criminal behavior. By
the start of World War II, gay and .
lesbian recruits were routinely
weeded out during the induction
process for "psychiatric" reasons.
But as the war effort — and the
need for soldiers — grew, the mili—
tary relaxed the ban, and many gays
and lesbians were allowed to en—
list and serve. It wasn‘t until the
war was winding down that the
military once again began to en—
force its antigay regulations, issu—
ing dishonorable "blue" discharges
to many gay service members.
Crackdowns on gay and lesbian
personnel continued throughout the
‘50s and ‘60s.
As part of the gay rights move—
ment that flourished in the 1970s,
a number of gay soldiers, begin—
ning with Sgt. Leonard Matlovich,
mounted unsuccessful legal chal—
lenges to the dismissal of homo—
i@;—sexuals from the military. Then, in
_‘ 1981, the Department of Defense
wrote into its policy that "homo—
sexuality is incompatible with mili—
tary service," requiring discharge
for any person "who engages in,
desires to engage in, or intends to
engage in homosexual acts."
During the 1980s, more queer
service members tried to fight the
military‘ s policy. There were a few
high—profile successes, like that of
Sgt. Miriam Ben—Shalom, who in
1987 was reinstated by the U.S.
Army Reserves after a 10—year
battle. Within the gay community,
more activists began calling for an

end to the ban.
Then. came Candidate Clinton
He first broached the subjectof lift—
ing the ban in a speech at Harvard‘s
Kennedy School of Government in
the fall of 1991. As the Democratic
frontrunner in May 1992; Clinton
made a historic announcement at a
gay campaign fundraiser in Holly—
wood.
After being introduced by David
Mixner — an out gay man who ad—
vised Clinton on gay—rights issues
— Clinton vowed that, if elected,
he would take swift action against
the DOD‘s antigay policy. Al—
though the promise didn‘t raise
much debate during the campaign,
it did help garner Clinton a wealth
of gay contributions over the next
several months and the support of
an overwhelming majority of gay
voters in November.

Just days after his inauguration
in January 1993, President Clinton
issued a memorandum instructing
Defense Secretary Les Aspin to
draft an executive order ending
antigay discrimination in the mili—
tary. The memo was met with
fierce opposition from the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, especially Gen.

ing in the military.
of these discharges have occurred
In the face of such strong oppo— within the first months of service.
sition, the Clinton administration This may be in part because gay
abandoned the idea of lifting the recruits realize they‘re facing a
ban completely, although the presi— hostile environment and "tell" to be
dent was adamant that the revised released from service, since harass—
policy be conduct—based — "not ment of gay — or presumed gay
what they are, but what they do," _ — service members has also risen
as Aspin explained to the Armed since 1993. The beating death of

Soon after Winchell‘s murder,
Clinton himself pronounced "don‘t
ask, don‘t tell" a failure.
Paula Martinac is a Lambda
Literary Award—winning author of
seven books, including The Queer—
est Places: A Guide to Gay and
Lesbian Historic Sites. She can be
reached care ofthis publication or
at POcolumn@aol.com.
For further reading
Halley, Janet E. 1999. Don‘t: A
Readers Guide tra tha Milicic).
rO ree
Y 3

©

Anti— Gay

Colin Powell, the chair; Sen. Sam
Nunn (D—Ga.), chair of the Armed
Services Committee; and numer—
ous members of both houses of
Congress. Aspin urged Clinton to
delay the order, and the president
quickly announced a six—month re—
view period, in which there would
be a temporary suspension of gay
discharges and military officials
could not question recruits about
their sexual orientation.
Throughout the spring of 1993,
Congress held a series of heated
hearings on the military issue.
Those in favor of lifting the ban
often compared the issue to racial
segregation in the military before
1948. Opponents held that allow—
ing gays to serve openly would be
"prejudicial to good order and dis— —
cipline" because of the military‘s
"close quarters." One witness —
Col. Fred Peck, whose own son
was gay —.said he would never
want his son to serve for fear "his
life would be in jeopardy from his
own troops." The sensational press
the hearings garnered helped stir up
public opinion against gays serv—

Services Committee. In July of that
year, Clinton announced the com—
promise he and Nunn had reached,
a policy whose guiding principles
had become known as "don‘t ask,
don‘t tell, don‘t pursue."
Under this plan, gay people
could ostensibly serve in the mili—
tary — as they always had — as
long as they didn‘t mention their
sexual orientation. No one in the
military could ask them about their
sexuality, which was considered a
"personal and private matter." Only
"homosexual conduct" could lead
to discharge.
But that fall, Congress codified
the policy in the Defense Authori—
zation Act, using much different
language. The new law weakened —
the distinction between homo—
sexual status and conduct and as—
serted that homosexuality is an
"unacceptable risk ... to unit cohe—
sion." Further, the new legislation
made it impossible to change the
military policy by executive de—
cree.
Since that time, gay discharges
have, ironically, increased. Many

MEMPHIS‘ FINEST AND MOST COMPLETE
ADULT ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS

Pvt. Barry Winchell by a fellow
soldier in 1999 drew public atten—
tion to an alarming level of antigay
harassment that was going un—
checked by military officials.

geco®

Policy. Durham, N.C.:
Duke University Press.
Kavanagh, Kay. 1995. "Don‘t
Ask, Don‘t Tell: Deception Re—
quired, Disclosure Denied." In Psy—
chology, Public Policy, and Law 1:
142—160.
§
« Shilts, Randy. 1993. Conduct
Unbecoming: Gays and Lesbians
in the U.S. Military. New York: St.
Martin‘s Press.
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VIDEO RENTALS AND SALES,
PREVIEW BOOTHS AND MINI—THEATRES
(Brooks Road Only)
Fantasy Warehouse #1 (North)
791 N. White Station Rd.
683—9649
‘Executive South (East)
1847 E. Brooks Rd.
~ 345—0825

!

Fantasy Warehouse #4 (North)
2532 N. Watkins
358—8642
NOW RENTING DVDs
OPEN 6 DAYS
Mon.— Sat.
8 a.m. — 12 Midnight

QED fantasyWarshense41and # 4 only Closed Sundays and Holidays
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Notions
By Paula Martinac

Stop,

Dr.

Laura!

was Schlessinger‘s own recent
Last month, I received a surpris—
publication, 10 Stupid Things
ing piece of fan mail from Lew
Couples Do to Mess Up Their Re—
Bishop, the husband of Dr. Laura
lationships, which was signed to
Schlessinger. Bishop thanked me
me "in friendship."
on his wife‘s behalf for my "rea—
I suppose I could have simply
soned and fair column" criticizing:
seen the books as a thoughtful ges—
members of the gay movement —
ture of outreach and left it at that.
most notably, GLAAD — for try—
Among writers, presenting a col—
ing to shut down opposing points
league with a signed book is con—
of view, including those of Dr.
sidered a token of respect and
Laura.
&
camaraderie. In Dr. Laura‘s case,
For 20 years I‘ ve identified as a
it may have even been an invita—
left—of—center lesbian—feminist, and
tion to dialogue — and I have re—
since I don‘t defend Schlessinger‘s
cently in my column advocated
views, only her right to have them
heard, Bishop‘s e—mail threw me ‘dialogue between people on oppo—
site sides of a political spectrum,
for a loop. It‘s an uncomfortable
which she and I most certainly are.
experience for a progressive les—
At the same time, I had to look
bian writer to be praised by Dr.
Laura, whom many consider a: at why receiving the e—mail and
then the books made me feel oddly
nemesis of the gay community.
disrespected
— erased, even. Dr.
Complicating my feelings even
further, Dr. Laura sent me a gift of Laura didn‘t stop to consider that a
two books. One was a copy of progressive lesbian who criticizes
a left—wing gay tactic or position
openly lesbian Tammy Bruce‘s The
might
be capable of many shades
New Thought Police: Inside the
of gray in her political thinking. To
Left‘s Assault on Free Speech and
her, I was just simply and automati—
Free Minds, which was signed
cally a kindred spirit.
"Warmly, Dr. Laura." The second

Free
Personals
Personal ads are a free service to our readers. We request that
ads be submitted in writing via postal or e—mail. Ads will run one
time only, but may be resubmitted each month. Mail to Triangle Jour—
nal News, P.O. Box 11485, Memphis, TN 38111 or e—mail them to
memphisTJN@ aol.com. Ads deemed too explicit will be edited.
Are you looking for some creativ—
ity and something on your walls or for
your business? Then look no more —
the wizard with the use of his magic
can come with a creativityof beauty
and skill. Call 870—732—2755 for de—
tails.
Masculine Italian looking for mas—
culine husky or chubby guy. Call
Gregg at 901—268—1974.
Are you the type into uniforms?
Be military, medical, police,
constriuction, roofers, lawyers, elec—
tricians. Mature GWM looking for
these types for friendship, quality time
and possible partner for life. Contact
870—732—2755. 5—10 p.m. weeknights
and 5—midnight Sat. night.
Searching for Brett Harmon. We
met in Memphis in 1975 at the Tango
Palace nightclub. You worked for and
architectural design firm at Oak Court.
I worked for Holiday Inn. Anyone with
info to help in my search, please call
Larry Johnson, 615—554—6781.
GWM—47, 6‘1‘, 278 lbs., br eyes
and hair, like all outdoor sports, TV
and cooking. Would like to meet some—
one between 47 to 55 y/o, for friend—
ship and possible LTR. Send mail to
Lewis Lee, P.O. Box 41, Kenton TN
38233.

I found it annoying, for ex—
ample, given how public my poli—
tics are, to be mistaken for someone
who would identify with Tammy
Bruce, who also defends Dr.
Laura‘s freedom to be heard but
whose views I‘m highly critical of.
Bruce, a former president of the
Los Angeles chapter of NOW and
radio talk—show host, has forged a
successful new career in print and
on TV by bashing the left she once
—considered herself part of. (Larry
King loves that kind of stuff.)
Like a string of other "bad girls"
before her — Christina Hoff
Sommers, Daphne Patai, Katie
Roiphe and Camille Paglia, to
name a few — Bruce has found that
women writers who blame femi—
nism for society‘s ills can score a
lucrative book contract in seconds
flat, because their controversial
books get high—profile reviews and
fly off the shelves.
;
More annoyingly, though, the
gift of Dr. Laura‘s book on rela—
tionships went further. than just

ing me that particular book "in
friendship" was as disrespectful
and self—absorbed as if I‘d sent Dr.
Laura, an observant Jew, a big old
"Merry Christmas" card.
I‘m carefully considering what
an appropriate response to my gift
from Dr. Laura might be, beyond a
mere thank—you note. Certainly a
parallel one would be sending her
a signed copy of my Lesbian and
Gay Book of Love and Marriage
along with Richard Goldstein‘s The
Attack Queers: Liberal Society and
the Gay Right, a recent book on
why right—wing gay thinkers and
writers are the darlings of the main—
stream press.
«But instead, IthmkI 11 just send
her this column with a friendly sug—
gestion: "Stop, Dr. Laura, and con—
sider how your gift to me really
only validated you."
Paula Martinac is a Lambda
Literary Award—winning author of
seven books. She can be reached ©
care of this publication or at
PMcolumn@aol.com.
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Party A LOT !

Everyone
s Welcome atThe Other Slde
[!!
TOS — Always IMPROVING

Closed Monday’s

Back to School Time

Summer is winding down

the outdoors, mellow music and good
people, and a good person toshare
that with. I like plays, Mariah Carey,
Whitney Houston and gospel music.
I would like a person that is mature
enough to know when to be serious—
minded and can also be funny. What
turns me on first about a person is
that person‘s sense of humor. I love
a person who can make me laugh. I
am S5ft 4 with wide hips and big butt.
I am an artist also would like to meet
a person who cares about herself
and other people.
Email:
horsejds @ belisouth.net
GWM—45, 6‘2, 248 lbs., green
eyes, brownish blond hair, likes to
cuddle and hug like a teddy bear,
enjoys TV and movies, cooking
and dining out, candle—lit dinners
at home. I also enjoy going to the
city to the gay bars for some danc—
ing and pooling playing. | have
nice self—supporting job, 2BR
house and transportation and live
way out in country with fresh air
and no noise. I would like to meet
a SGWM into or like the same
between the ages of 30—50. Mild
Smoker and occasional drinker
OK. Please reply with a photo if
possible to Mr. Lewis Lee, P.O.
Box 41, Kenton ,TN 38233

misreading: my politics — it ren—
dered me completely invisible as a
lesbian. Although I didn‘t read the
entire volume, I spent a fair amount
of time looking through the ex—
amples, curious to see if by some
slim chance Dr. Laura had sud—
denly become like other straight
self—help writers who incorporate
scenarios from same—sex relation—
ships into their books. Would she
actually acknowledge that some of
the problems facing couples — like
fighting over money, keeping se—
crets, or not getting to know each
other well enough before commit—
ting— are universal ones that also
affect the gay people who listen and
call in to her show?
Not a chance. The "couples"
referred to in 10 Stupid Things are
exclusively straight and mostly
married — which makes the book
a strange gift for an out lesbian who
can‘t legally marry her partner of
almost 10 years and has written a
book about the ups and downs of
same—sex relationships. In fact, giv—

Weekend Specials
Jane is full of Surprises
Come PARTY with us for the
Labor Day Weekend — Special
August 30 — Sept 1, 200%
TosetoParty UI

ehwkmthecm xe-mwmwmu
(New Moon 8th, Full Moon 22th)
Charlottes Mystical Web
Thanks for the Support through the Years fron the TOS
1406 NHighland
Staff.
Jackson TN 38301
131—265—4CMW(4269)
3883 Hy 45N
Jackson, TN
731—668—3749

E—Mail usat—tbeotbersideoub®homaail.com
(Exit 82—B offI—40 then 3 miles Nat Ashport)
"Jackson‘s Only ‘FriendlyBar"
(Security) Open 6 days a week @5 pm(7pm — Fri— Sat)

I am a 46-yr-old woman and love
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Writin’ a Novel
£511», NTJ
Shannon is vacationing this besides myself, he was one of the
of their eyes while he sipped
month in Kansas City, Mo. He will — few people in the bar that —were ners
his
beer
MON 9—6 TUE—FRI®—7 SAT 0—3
return next month with his usual wearingjeans that actually fit. Most the danceandfloor.kept his own eyes on
w w w. dabbles .com
review of the latest gayfic— ofthe usual queers were dressed in
dance floor was now aplace
19 N. COOPER — 72
71 ° MEMPHIS, TN __book
tion hotoffthe shelves. Thefollow— tight wife—beater tank tops and thatThedidn‘t
me as much as
ing is an excerpt from his own jeans that were at least ten sizes too — it did when interest
I
had
first
here.
novel, The Other Side of What?, big for them, sporting the waist I had actually stoppedmoved
dancing
which he is polishing upforpubli— band oftheir boxersjust above the together. Even among the crowd,all
{
Nil
cation early next year. Ifyou like waist of the jeans. The jeans usu— I knew I was still alone. No one
_ Jfeast for
what you read or wantfurther in— ally fell several inches below the
to dance alone, not even
| Frignds —
formation, contact Shannon at place where their waist should be. deserves
me.
There
to mirror.
MisterYarbs@msn.com.
I often smiled at the thought ofone Therewas nowasonenoto one
follow,
one
He had a face that was not easy of the skinny raver boys dropping to lead. Yet, I knew there wereno oth—
to forget. Like all the others, after hisjeans unknowingly on the dance ers out there like me who longed
a few beers I could have probably floor while he gyrated to the beat. to dance with someone. They stood
forgotten it by morning. Unless, I However, it was yet to happen so I along the wall staring at the dance
Mon., Aug. 5
woke up next to him. He was about continued to fantasize of the pro— floor, like Seth, envying the sea of
the same height as me, and his dirty trusion being responsible for keep— drunken faces. They longed to go
blond hair was trimmed short al— ing thosejeans up.
Mon., Aug. 19
unnoticed to the center ofthe floor,
most in a military—style buzz cut. Seth‘sjeans fit, and quite nicely _ throw
their arms up in the air and
His
lips
were
thin
yet
well
defined,
too.
He
had
that
cute
bubble
butt
be
swallowed
6 p.m., Dinner at 6:30 p.m. and his eyes were a bright freezing that demanded attention and made the crowd. up by the :rhythm of
blue, the kind that catch you off you want to cop a feel when he Instead, they went unnoticed
St. John‘s United Methodist Chuh
— guard if he was to turn and catch walked by. I restrainedmyselffrom standing
wings of the party.
(Peabody & Bellevue)
you staring. His face was smoothly doing so and decided to admire him Likea palein the
high
school prom with
Feast for Friends is a service of Friends For life for the HIV shaven, and I admired the thought most of the night from a shortdis— teenagers lined against the wall,
infected and affected community including people living with HIV or AIDS, their friends, that the rest of his body might be tance across the smoke—filled room. they bit their lips with eagerness to
caregivers, family and friends. While the dinner is free, those who are able are requested to just
the same. From the side, he had His polo shirt was tucked tightly join the floor. I picked them out
make a donation to offset expenses.
%s
the
cute
baby face look ofany other © into hisjeans and neatly ironed, re—
across the room as I sat on
Advertising space donated as a public service ofthe Triangle Journal News
boy in the room, until he turned to vealing the outline of a chiseled from
my
barstool
or from my place on
meet
you
with
those
gorgeous
eyes.
chest
underneath.
As
for
the
rest
of
the
catwalks
above; singled them
iviptcivtto
It wasthedefinitelookof aman, thepackage, ifhe had been a raver out as the victims
they were. I se—
and definitely the kind I was at— boy he would never have to worry cretly hoped that Seth
was one of
tracted to. However, my chance of about his jeans falling down.
those
victims,
but
I
knew
he was
meeting him was a different story. I had decided to venture out too cute to be anything except
His name was Seth, or that was alone that night because Jacob had
savior.
what I was told by a bartender who lefttown for the weekend. Thatwas _someone‘s
He
stayed
of the dance
filled me in on the details collected ~ideal though because I wouldn‘t floor and even clear
withdrew
pa—
from those who had struck up con— have to worry about him stealing tio during the drag show.to the
It
was
versations with the new guy Seth out from under me tonight. I then that I decided to take a chance
throughout the night. It seems he sat on a barstool near the pool table and introduce myselfbefore he got
had quickly become the center of and watched Seth wander around
I got up from my barstool
everyone‘s attention for the night, the room sharing small talk with a away.
and
approached
the entrance to the
not just mine. Seth was a student, few guys. Most of the night, he patio that was near
and hadjust moved to Memphis at sipped a beer while leaning against It wasn‘t a real patio,thebutbathroom.
more of
thebeginning of the semester, less the wall near the back of the bar an escape from the smoke and
heat
than three months ago; about the where most ofthe cruisers mingled. of the:—club. It was a small deck
same time I had moved here. So, I I was afraid that he too might be tucked offthe back of the club be—
was in luck that he was not just cruising for something, maybe
time!
two neighboring buildings
passing through for the weekend, even selling drugs, or he couldjust tween
and
completely
surrounded with a
but to my dismay some other bar— be the new guy in town who had trellis of dead vines.
could
fly would probably snatch him up not yet learned the ropes. He never barely see the midnightYou
sky
peep—
before
I
even
worked
up
the
nerve
spoke
to
any
of
the
other
boys
ing
through
the
thickness
of
Safe Karbker
along the wall, and none of them twisting branches, and then onlytheif
to introduce myself.
He had also immediately caught spoke to him either. They just
was shining bright. I usu—
Metropolitan Community Church
my attention because I noticed that stared at him casually from the cor— the moon
SeeAbout Books on page 23
Dare to

be

DF

Takin‘ a Vacation —

Kathy Switzer, Pastoral Leader

1488 Madison Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104
(901) 873—2306
MCC denomination web site: www.ufmecc.com
Our site: www.geocities.com/meesafeharbor
Worship Services: Sundays, 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursdays, 7:00 PM
Call for Time and Location of Services
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_SHOW YOUR LEATHER!
CLUB NIGHT
Sat.,Aug. 17
Pumping Station
1382 Poplar

Removal
Continued from page 1
An e—mail received by TJN from
MGLCC on July 9 said, in part:
—"1) That although we are unable
to determine the specific accusa—
tions from the vague allegations
leveled against us, we categorically
deny any illegal behaviors.
"2) That the Board of Directors
of MGLCC welcomes a complete
and thorough investigation into its
affairs and has already contacted
the Memphis Police Department
with this request. We have nothing
to hide.
"3) That the Board of Directors
— has repeatedly been seeking gay or
lesbian accountants to audit its
books in the recent months with—
out success. We therefore have
hired Les Edwards Sr., CPA, of the
Edwards and Edwards Accounting
Firm, to do a complete audit of our
financial affairs."
"If Darren really has proof of

About Books
Continued from page 26
ally stayed clear of the patio be—
cause it had been the refuge for pot
smokers or thriff—seekers anxious to
get into their newest dance
2 partner‘s pants between songs.
_‘
Seth was actually the only one
outside, sitting on the rail sipping
his beer. As I stepped out and my
eyes adjusted to the lack of smoke
and blinking lights, Seth looked up
quickly as if he had been caught
with his own pants down. The loud
bass of music was muted as the
door closed behind me. The last
beat oflight that came through the
closing door caught his eyes just
right and reminded me of a cat you
might see in the distance as he
crossed your headlights while you
were driving home.
"How‘s it going," he said. He
had .a deep voice with a strong
southern twang that was actually
quite pleasing to the ear.
"Great, how ‘bout you," I man—
aged to ask, a bit nervous.
"Okay, I just don‘t like drag
shows," he answered as if he owed
me an explanation for coming out—
side.
"Me neither." It was true. I hated
when my friend Jacob made me sit
through them.
"Drag queens make me ner—
vous," he said, "I guess I‘m afraid
they ‘ll center me out of the crowd
and pick on me."
"I know what you mean. I‘d be
totally embarrassed if that hap—
pened to me," I said. It had actu—
ally happened before when Jacob
told the show hostess it was my
birthday, but I decided not to share
that story with Seth now.
"What‘s your name," Seth
asked.
"Matthew," I said.
‘"Nice to meet you, I‘m Seth,"

criminal wrongdoing by the mem—
bers of the Board of Directors of
the MGLCC, why doesn‘t he spell
out these charges, and lay all his
documentation on the table to the
proper authorities?" Zeman asked.
"Why is he pleading his case for
the press and not for the board?
"I would guess that the reason
he isn‘t laying his documentation
on the table is because he doesn‘t
have any," Zeman said.
Apparently the removal of
Burns has been a subject of discus—
sion for some time for violating
certain bogrd or committee deci—
sions.
:
2
Burns was presented with a list
of "charges" on May 4 and engaged
in a negotiation with Jason
Crockett and Herb Zeman at
Zeman‘s home:
According to a written docu—
ment given to Burns, the charges
included:
* Selling alcohol at the center‘s
Mardi Gras Ball in February held
at Impulse in direct violation of an
Events Committee decision not to

he said, standing to shake my hand.
I also refrained from letting him
know that I already knew his name.
He had a firm handshake, and I
recalled my father once‘telling me
that a firm handshake was a sign
of assurance and good character. I
could feel the strength of every
muscle in Seth‘s arm just by his
grip of my hand. I didn‘t want to
let go.
"So, are you from here," he
asked, letting go of my hand first
and settling back on the rail.
This was too easy. I had been
watching this man all night, trying
to get up the courage to speak to
him. Now, he was the one who had
spoken first and seemed just as in—
terested in leading a conversation.
"No, actually I‘m not. I moved
here about five years ago. I‘m from
a small town about 75 miles north
of here. What about you," I asked,
leaning on the rail beside him.
"I‘ m a Georgia boy," he smiled.
That explained the accent. "I
moved here just a few months ago
to go to school. I‘m a grad student
at the art college; never even been
to Memphis before." The bartender
had definitely been right about him
being the new boy in town.
"Well, welcome to Memphis,"
I said.
"Thanks," he said, "it hasn‘t
exactly been what I was expect—
ing."
"Oh?"
"Seems kind of hard to meet
people in this city," he said, finish—
ing off his beer. "What do you
think?"
I agreed. This was definitely not
the first time I had had this con—
versation. I certainly didn‘t want to
delve into the history of my loneli—
ness with someone who I had been
drooling over all night and had now
been fortunate enough to meet. I
chose instead to avoid scaring him
off by concealing my desperate

do so. At the time, Burns was co—
Because no agreement could be
owner of Impulse and chairman of reached between the board and
the Events Committee
Burns, the board went ahead and
* Allowing a minor (his boy— ‘removed Burns from office "be—
friend at the time) to bid at the
cause of his threat to go the the gay
Bachelor/Bachelorette Auction
press withunsubstantiated charges
held at Jillian‘s on March 17.
of financial wrong—doing by mem—
* Failure to pay pledges he
bers of the board," according to
vouched for made by three donors
Zeman.
for the National Coming Out Day
"Now he‘s done exactly what
ad in the Memphis Flyer.
he‘s threatened, and he has proved
Acting Vice President Herb
us correct in our action to remove
Zeman says those charges were
him from the board," Zeman con—
dropped in exchange for a pledge
tinued.
by Burns not to run for re—election
In a letter sent to Family and
to the board or for any office in the
Friends and copied to TIN and
MGLCC.
donors to the center, Zeman con—
Burns says a part of that agree—
tends that "Burns reneged on the
ment was to include a face—to—face
deal when he started an effort to
meeting with his accusers to "clear
recruit new members so that he
the air." When that meeting never
could get himself elected as the
took place, Burns said he felt the
new president of the MGLCC and
whole deal was off.
get his friends in the rest of the
For its part, the board felt that board positions."
since the charges were being
Burns has denied toTJN that he
dropped, there were no accusations
has any interest at all in being in—
being made and there was no rea—
volved with the community center
son for a meeting with the accus—
in the future.
ers.
— Burns indicated that there would
be an alternate slate of officers for
write—in voting at the MGLCC
election on Aug. 4, but that he
truth.
_
would not be on it. At presstime,
"I don‘t really come here to
Burns had not released that alter—
meet people," I lied.
native list.
"What do you come for," Seth
In response to the original
asked.
j
charges
leveled against him, Burns
"To dance," I lied again. My
said that he chaired the Events
small lie was quickly leading into
Committee at the time of the Mardi
a chain of them and I didn‘t know
Gras Party and "there was never a
how to stop.
vote not to sell alcohol" at the
"I don‘t think I saw you out
event.
there on the dance floor tonight,"
Regarding the.charge.about al
he sard—with a sweetdittle grin:
lowing
Mark Evans, a minor, to bid
"Guess I‘ m not in the mood, or
at the Bachelor/Bachelorette Auc—
haven‘t had enough to drink yet,"
tion, Burns said Evans was his boy—
I offered as a cover—up. _
friend at the time and used Burns‘
He laughed. Hopefully, my joke
paddle
to bid. Burns said he paid
would change the subject in some
way, because I couldn‘t think of for the bid and the whole point was
to increase donations for the cen—
any other excuse for what I had
ter. He said no one at the time ob—
said. I had stopped dancing long
ago, and quivered at the thought of jected to Evans bidding. The board
has acknowledged that they ac—
some drunk yanking me off my
cepted
the money from Burns for
barstool and pulling me to the floor.
the
winning
bid.
And Jacob knew better. I was more
A notice on the tickets report—
than happy to sit on the sidelines
edly stated that minors would not
and watch him mingle with the
be allowed to bid, but that notice .
dancers. It was actually quite en—
did
not appear in newspaper ar—
tertaining. At some point in the
ticles or advertising for the event.
night, a buff jock always lost his
Burns believes the third charge
shirt and the homos would push
—
of failing to pay for unpaid do—
him up onto one of the platforms
nations
to a National Coming Out
to gawk over him. Too drunk to be
Day ad in the Memphis Flyer that
aware of what he was doing, he
he vouched for — is hypocritical
would tease them by pulling off his
and
that other unfulfilled pledges
belt and unbuttoning his fly. They,
including Jacob, would tease him
back by waving sticky dollar bills
in the air, while also pulling at his
jeans to reveal his boxers under—
neath or tight briefs if we were
lucky. I think I had a fetish for a
stocky man in white briefs; I‘d
open my own wallet and stuff dol—
lar bills in his elastic band gladly
if no one else were in the room. In
the bar, however, I was content
with enjoying the charades from a
safe distance. —
3
"I don‘t like to dance anyway,"
Seth said. God, I was thankful for
his response.

had been made to the center, but
never collected.
Again, the board said it did not
use these charges in determining
Burns‘ removal from office, but
rather removed him for accusing
the board of financial wrong—doing
and threatening to go to the gay
press.
The board was also concerned
about the possibility of a hostile
takeover because of the recent re—
cruitment of new members by
Burns.
According to the by—laws of the
center, one of the duties of the vice
president is to recruit new members
and to certify those members who
are eligible to vote in elections.
Burns said that after repeated
requests for a current MGLCC
membership list went unanswered,
he certified 30 new members at
5:55 p.m. on June 20 before his
outster.
MGLCC by—laws require that
only those dues—paying members
certified 45 days prior to the elec—
tion may vote. _
Zeman questions the validity of
the members Burns certified.
"All of the application forms
had the hardship membership fee
($10) checked... and the forms had
been copied with that box pre—
checked and the fees paid in cash
by Burns," he said.
Zeman said that new members
recruited by Burns would be con—
tacted to be sure that they "really
want to be members" of MGLCC.
He said that if they, in fact, want to
be.members, they.. will be allowed —
to vote.
As for pre—exisiting members,
they, too, would be allowed to vote
despite the fact that they were not
on the list certified by Burns on
June 20, according to Zeman.
MGLCC by—laws allow for vot—
ing by proxy. Proxy forms were
mailed to potential voters about
July 7 with a letter encouraging
members to vote for the slate of
officers proposed by the board
Nominating Committee to prevent
an attempted "hostile takeover of
the MGLCC."
The election of MGLCC offic—
ers and board members is sched—
uled for Sun., Aug. 4 at 6 p.m. at
Holy Trinity Community Church.
(See article on page 4 for specific
information on the election pro—
cess.)

TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE
CLUB NIGHT
Sat., Aug. 3
The Pumping Station
1382 Poplar Ave.
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